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. . weekly staff meetings, making exec- me on my college journey. Lions’ Pride grew my confidence ex-
SOphla Sullivan utive decisions on articles, and mo- Somewhere between my ponentially as a student and writer.
Editor-in-Chief tivating a team of writers sounded first year as a quiet editor and be- It didn’t just teach me how to lead a eo
0 When I came to Saint Leo like a recipe for disaster for me, but ~ coming Editor-in-Chief, [ found my team of my peers, but it taught me es
e University as a freshman, I knew I it turned out to be one of the best voice. It may never be the loudest how important student journalism
loved to read, but I had no idea I'd things that could have happened to in the room, but being a part of The is for a university and the bonus that °

comes with telling our stories.

I don’t remember what pos- N I couldn’t have done it
sessed me to sign up for The Lions’ " . - without the guidance of Dr. Kasper
Pride Media Group (it probably had i R b | and the amazing staff who come in
something to do with my “Gilm- . A every week ready to work. [ am also
ore Girls” obsession), but I knew I so grateful for the support from our
was decent at writing, so I emailed community, who continually donate, @
Dr. Kasper and applied. I'd never read, and engage with us. -
written journalistically before, and I'm so proud of where our
wasn’t much of a photographer, but organization is now and where it’s
from my first article, [ was hooked. headed after I leave. This has been, 20
a When I got to campus that without a doubt, the best experience as
a August, 1 already held a page editor I've had during my time at Saint

position. I felt underqualified and Leo. It’s proved to me time and time

was probably the quietest staff mem- again that I can do hard things, and

ber, but [ kept going to meetings and those things usually end up being ’
learning journalistic writing. for the better. This organization

After that first year, [ began brought me friends, memories, and,

making friends on staff and started in a funny, roundabout way, is even

coming out of my shell. My second the reason I met my f.iancé.. o
@. vearonstaff was spentas Arts & .Ifyc.)u're ree.ldmg thls and .

Culture Editor, and I learned to copy- wondering if The Lions’ Pride Media

edit, which expanded my skillset and Group could be the right fit for you

grew my confidence even more. on your college journey, [ sincerely QR
When Dr. Kasper asked me encourage you to take a step out of ‘f‘s-*\‘ )

</ to take on the role of Editor-in-Chief your comfort zone and give it a try.
in my junior and senior years, [ truly You never know what could come
' wasn’t sure I could do it. Leading from it.

M Newsroom

® end up writing stories of my own.
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(] The Lions’ Pride Media Group is the student-run

publication of Saint Leo University, free from institutional

interference from conception to print. We publish in print "Sophia Sullivan
P and weekly online at our website and through our social Editor-in-Chief
C—SI media sites. It is the mission of The Lions’ Pride Media to ' sophia.sullivan@saintleo.edu

E_l

provide accurate news and diverse opinions that are
important to the Saint Leo community, and our goal is to
inform and entertain readers while providing thought-
provoking journalism without fear of reprisal.

"‘Madison Wilson Brianna Brinker Bao Han
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brianna.brinker@saintleo.edu
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Social Media Manager
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We are located in the Tapia School of Business. E Erick Angeles
) Layout'Editor

. . | erick.angeles@saintleo.edu
Letter to the Editor & Advertising: 7 = ‘Faith Skierkowski il
Send letters to the editor to the 'Sanjea TGY!OI' Copyeditor Elijah Alvcll rado
lionspridenewspaper@gmail.com. Guidelines: 500 word W""Id News ,Ed't""" faith.skierkowski@saintleo.edu - Sports Ed"_""
20 maximum. Do not use profane or slanderous language. ssnieactoylorSeenties sdv Dr. Valeri eliighshuerede®esintiec edy
2-6 Faculty must include name and rank. Students must include "Hadassalarissa HORA AN ‘Beatriz
name, major, and graduation year. Include phone number to Ferreira Kasper TrevisanDelesus

verify authorship. We reserve the right to edit for grammar, Arts18Editor|Editor Faculty/Advisor Managing Editor
& - hadassalarissa.fer@saintleo.edu valerie.kasper@saintlec.edu beatriz.trevisande@saintleo.edu
spelling, or libel.

To inquire about putting an advertisement in the

/’:@ newspaper or social media, please contact Sophia Sullivan at
A sophia.sullivan@email.saintleo.edu.
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50 Faith Skierkowski

8 Copyeditor
Somewhere between late-
@0 night conversations and lecture
halls, catching up at Benedicts or
catching the free shuttle service,
we learned so many things that no
asyllabus promised to teach us.

We come to college
expecting a heavy workload of
assignments, tests, and exams, and
hoping for a decent sleep schedule,
but we leave campus with so much
more than the education we learn
from our textbooks.

From the first day of
classes, there was always a “hidden
syllabus.” Maybe it’s not one we
could physically see or hold, but we
learned the unofficial things that
college teaches us, like how to deal
with uncertainty, whether that
may be waiting on a grade to come
, back on an assignment, or if taking
a certain class will boost your GPA.
Along with time management,
though, comes the need to build a
schedule, or maybe you learned that
through failure or lack of planning.

Learning to advocate for
yourself as a student allows you to
reach your goals, and the way you
successfully execute your plans
is a strength you can carry with
you, whether you plan to attend
graduate school after graduation or
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Students often come to Saint Leo University for a
degree but leave with perspective and hopefulness.
(Photo by Faith Skierkowski)

Editorial

are stepping into the career world.

“I think that I have become
a little more social on campus.

[ was pretty shy when starting,
but over time, [ have grown closer
with my peers and have been able
to gain valuable experiences as
both a student and person, said
Emma Garrett, a junior majoring
in English.

College also teaches us
about relationships, whether
those are platonic or romantic.
Saint Leo University is full of
students from all around the
world. They say we make our true
friendships in college, which stick
with us for a lifetime.

Whether your relationship
was brought together by a group
project that paired you together,
or having lunch in the dining hall
around the same time, or even
having a roommate with whom you
do everything, from enjoying meals,
grocery shopping, to even doing
laundry. Each of these memorable
moments brings you closer to
recognizing how friendships work
and shape your college experience.

Learning to branch out
and build relationships while
staying in your comfort zone and
learning to set boundaries allows
for friendships to be made, both
professionally and informally.

“I would advise freshmen
to put themselves out there and
join a club or even try to create
your own. There are plenty of
groups you could participate in
that can even lead to fun and
professional opportunities off
campus,” said Garrett.

Learning to adapt is one
thing that all of us do, sometimes
without even realizing it.

We sign up for a club or take
a class outside of our major that
we might not be fully comfortable

with. Adjusting to these unexpected

tasks or challenges allows us

to grow and mature, not just as

students, but as empowered adults.
We become flexible and

able to recognize how to handle

situations that we think might lead

to failure, but at the end of the day,

failure is one of the greatest learning

What we’ve learned outside of the
classroom at Saint Leo University

experiences and a foundational part
of success. We build resilience and
conduct reality checks that foster
self-improvement.

The pressure to have
it all figured out by watching
those around us can feel
very intimidating, constantly
questioning if you are “where
you should be” in your career,
academics, or social life. But the
truth is, there is no exact answer.

We learn that uncertainty
in life is normal and that it isn’t
healthy to compare ourselves to
others. Some friendly competition
is always good, as it motivates us to
want to improve, but we shouldn’t
assume that the best-dressed,
professional student “has it all
figured out.”

We all go at our own pace,
the one that feels most natural to us.

Whether you're looking
for guidance from fellow peers or
friends, there is always a faculty
member right around the corner
who is willing to offer a helping
hand or advice on what steps you
can take next.

Dr. Elizabeth Aiken, full
professor of English, explains what

http://lionsprideonline.com/

The lion: asymb of strength and courage. For Saint Leo students: Excellence, Community,
Development, Responsible Stewardship, and Integrity. (Photo by Faith Skierkowski)

£0
she hopes students learn isn’t in her ee
syllabus: “My goal in every class is
to have students experience a sense
of curiosity and respect for the
discipline and subject matter, even
if the class itself outside of their
major or professional interests,”

i

said Aiken.
“I also hope students take =
away from every class an idea =)

of how the content material can
enrich their lives, and that they’ve
encountered something in the class
that meant something to them
personally,” continued Aiken.

Whether you attended Saint
Leo University for two, three, or the
full four years, the most important
thing you take with you is your
identity, or at least pieces of it.
College is a space, and sometimes
the first for many, where you
choose who you want to be.

You set boundaries,
establish goals, interests, values,
morals, have those difficult
conversations, and find your voice.
The time you spend at Saint Leo
teaches you how to pivot, recover,
succeed, and keep going.

College teaches you how to
live, not just how to pass a class.
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50 Sophia Sullivan
8 Editor-in-Chief
Most people have a
@0 clear view of the typical college
experience. Move into a dorm at a
four-year university, attend classes
every day, join a club, and hang
out at the campus coffee shop with
friends. However, this experience
= Isnotpossible or ideal for every
"7 type of student.
This is where Saint Leo
University’s education centers
come in. These centers make a
college education possible for
aB many by offering flexible classes
and personalized support to those
whose lifestyles may not fit into the
“traditional” university experience.

Saint Leo boasts six
different Education Centers—five
in Florida and one in Savannah,

) Georgia. One is even in the heart of
the university campus.

While these centers
may be situated throughout the
southeastern U.S., they all come
together for a common purpose—
providing a flexible path to gain a
quality Saint Leo education.

The students who attend
Saint Leo’s education centers
are not the typical “right out
of high school” students. Most
ES who attend the centers are adult

learners who work full-time,

] have families, or are members of

the military.
“Many of us are not

g‘%—;; traditional students—we’re

~ veterans, active-duty service
members, reservists, contractors,
civil service personnel, and
working adults—but we are still
part of the Saint Leo community.
° These centers bridge that gap
and make higher education
accessible and manageable,”
said Haven Greene IlI, a student
at the Key West Education
Center graduating in May
with a bachelor’s in computer
information systems.

Because two of the centers
are located on military bases,
understanding and working with
military members and veterans

‘ 4
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Campus News

pursuing higher education is
very important.

“Working with veterans
... is a really big deal for the
education centers and making
sure that we help them where
they are,” noted Alaina Forehand,
director of learning and
operations at Saint Leo, who
previously served as director of
the Key West Education Center.

This means that classes
and schedules are structured a
little differently than one might
see on the university campus,
but the curriculum is largely the
same. For instance, classes are all
offered after 5 p.m., taking into
consideration the number of adult
learners who work regular, full-
time jobs.

“So, for the most part, all
of the centers have some of the
same degree programs. [ can speak
on Key West in particular, but we
have associate degrees, bachelor's
degrees, and we also offer a
master's degree here as well,” said
Jeff Hite, Director of the Key West
Education Center.

The centers also offer
both in-person and online classes
to meet the needs of different
students.

“You still get that
traditional experience with ...
other classmates, and they're
in the classroom with you. The
teacher might be virtual, the
teacher might be present in the
room, but you're still able to gain
that college experience,” said Hite.

In short, it’s the same
meaningful Saint Leo education,
just delivered in a bit of a
different way.

What's not that
different, though, is the sense of
community still present at these
centers. According to Hite, the
Key West Center, for example,
boasts great partnerships with
companies like Margaritaville
and Keys Electric.

“This community has kind
of just welcomed us with open
arms,’ said Hite.

Meeting students “where they are”: SaintLeo
University’s education centers

.

&

Saint Leo University

EDUCATION CENTERS

Center for Adult Learning
@ University Campus
EST 1982

A\ SAINT
Y
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Savannah Education Center

401 Mall Blvd, Suite 202A
EST 1999

MacDill Education Office
@ MacDill Air Force Base
EST 1974

Pasco Hernando Education Office
@ Pasco Hernando State College
(New Port Richey, Spring Hill, and Brooksville)
EST 2008, 2013, & 2010

Tampa Education Center
@ 1403 N Howard Ave
EST 2011

Key West Education Center
@ Naval Air Station Key West
EST. 1975

Two of the Education Centers are on military bases—one on MacDill Air Force Base and the other on the Naval .
Air Station Key West. (Graphic courtesy of Alaina Forehand)

Not only is the surrounding
community extremely supportive,
but so are the people.

“That is what makes
Education Centers so important.
They provide a human connection in
what can otherwise feel like a very
impersonal process,” said Greene.

Faculty and staff tend to
wear many hats at the Education
Centers, serving as advisors,
admissions officers, financial aid
advisors, and more.

“Our footprint as an
Education Center is small, and
because it's small, you know,
sometimes the staff is also a
smaller footprint,” said Forehand.
“Whereas at university campus or
online, people have specific roles,
the Education Center staff are
going to do it all, from prospective
students to current to continuing
to alumni.”

While the centers are
extremely impactful, they can
face some challenges compared
to the university campus. One
of the biggest challenges is the
physical distance from the main
campus in Dade City. Not all
problems have the ability to be

http://lionsprideonline.com/

solved on university campus, so
staff at the centers often have

to act as a “liaison” with the
main campus and maintain good
communication with them to
help students with their needs.
Another challenge lies in the
size and reach of the Education e
Centers. Because they are smaller,e
marketing can be difficult. 6

“Because the footprints
smaller, the budgets are smaller
for marketing ... you also have to
be creative in how you get your (9
name out there” said Forehand. &%

And that is the beauty of
Saint Leo’s Education Centers—
they adapt, boast flexibility, and t
maintain the quality of education
that Saint Leo is known for. As the
horizons continue to broaden for
Saint Leo, so does the outlook of
their Education Centers around
the country.

“I know our new
leadership is looking at opening
new education centers as well, so
that opportunity to create close
relationships is monumental in
people's lives, in ways that you
know sometimes you'll never
know,” said Forehand.
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50 Brianna Brinker
8 Campus News Editor

Are you a college student
* wondering how to make your
{1 summer break productive and help
prepare for your future career? If
so, there are many ways to use your
break to enhance your résumé,
strengthen your LinkedIn, and build
your portfolio.

Students don't always need a
job or a 40-hour internship to make
their professional presence stronger.
[t is important that, if you don't get

B a job or internship, to not stress but
a use it to your advantage. Work on
your tools that will eventually get
you a job after you graduate.

A résumé is key for a college
student; it is where we write
down all our accomplishments
and experience. The very first
thing your résumé needs is to look
professional even without the
professional work listed.

For example, it needs to
be in the correct format: one page,
black and white, with no pictures
or colorful designs. It should have
easy readability, and most of the
information should focus on your
college experience.

Career Services provides
Handshake, a resource on Okta that
provides many tools for students
such as setting up meetings
for interview practice, job and
internship applications, and résumé
formats for different majors. There
are a few things that you can add to
arésumé easily over the summer
such as getting certified in a field of
your choice.
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For those majoring in
English, it is important to get
certified in skills such as journalism
with the help of free courses that
are easy to find. This can also
be said for many other majors.

For example, business majors
should look for certifications in
management or entrepreneurship.

“Employers care about what
you can do, not just what you've
taken in class. Even something as
simple as expanding your Excel
skills, improving communication
skills, or taking on a leadership role
at work can set you apart,” said
Tonya Mazur, professor of business
and management.

If you are unable to get an
internship in your dream career
fields, reach out to the company to
volunteer or shadow them for a day
to gain experience in your field.

Dr. Audrea Maxwell,
student success coach, agrees
that volunteering is beneficial

over the summer and says
it’s good for students to learn
new skills and open potential
networking opportunities.

Here are some ideas for all
different majors that can be done in
the summer virtually.

‘@ Create a podcast

Write a book

Sell your products

Conduct a survey or do a
research project

[E* Start a blog or create content of
some sort

& Starta non-profit organization

b Take a class over the summer

&l Help a company market their
business

REATIVE
DRTFOLIO

-

Writing
Portfolio
- ’ ;, .“

STUDENT PORTFOLIO

Make your summer count: Improve
your student career essentials

A lot of students have
created various things and projects,
but have nowhere to show their
work; this is where a portfolio
comes in. Use the summer to create
a portfolio that has the work you
created for your aspired career.

This is different from a
résumé which tells employers about
your experience, while a portfolio
shows examples of your work. Make
your portfolio your own; it should
showcase your creativity and who
you are!

A portfolio should have
a home page with your name, an
“about me” section that includes a
headshot, examples of your work,
and your contact information.

All of these should be tabs on the
home page that are clickable and
can transport someone to the
information right away.

LinkedIn is a great
resource offered to show your
professional presence.

“Don’t overlook LinkedIn.
Add a professional photo, write
a strong headline, and start
connecting with professionals in
your field. Even small improvements
can make a big difference when
you'’re applying for jobs,” said Mazur.

For your bio, list your major,
what you aspire to do, and two
adjectives that describe you.

Fill out the “about me”
section, and put in your experience
whether it is work, interning, or
volunteering. Put your education

o

<0

and the activities you do on campus, ee
and for the skills section, make sure
you have at least seven.

The most important part of
having a LinkedIn is to be active on
it! Post what you do on campus, post
links of content you create, and post
photos of events you were a part of.
When job recruiters look at your
account, they are going to want to
see an active account.

“I also highly recommend
taking advantage of IBM
SkillsBuild, which is something
we're actively supporting at
Saint Leo. It offers free, industry-
recognized learning in areas like Al,
data, and professional skills, and
those credentials are absolutely
worth adding to your résumé and
LinkedIn,” said Mazur.

Also, writing your goals
down will help you achieve them. ®
Make it fun, and turn it into a bucket
list for the summer.

“Throughout the course of
the summer, write down new goals
to help prepare you for the new
fall semester to help you develop a
healthy school/life balance. Doing
this will help you avoid burning
out due to the challenges of life and
academia,” said Maxwell.

Strengthen and build your ea
resources. Make your résumé, EG
portfolio, and LinkedIn the best
they can be. Learn new skills, gain _g
more experience, and prepare '
yourself for your future by making
this summer count. s
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Activity

41 followers

@ Comments
@ Brianna Brinker - You
) g

March Print is officially out!!!
@ Sophia Sullivan @ - 1t

Check out the newest print edition from The
Lions’ Pride Media Group!

Images

You can view all of our print issues online
here: https://Inkd.in/euCmgpHk.

Bao Han Madison Wilson Elijah

Alvarado Hadassa Larissa Ferreira Brooke
Brinker Brianna Brinker Faith Skierkowski Sanjea
T

8 Brianna Brinker - vou

My new article focusing on three students in leader-
ship roles. Featured in our March print 2026!!!!
https://Inkd.in/ePGBSS_n

( Create a post )

Women in campus leader-
ship: Voices, vision, and ...

A great resource to use is Canva. They have different templates for portfolios, and you can create them to match
your personality. (Screenshot by Brianna Brinker)

Posting weekly on your LinkedIn can help make connections and build networks! (Screenshot by Brianna

Brinker)

http://lionsprideonline.com/
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(Photo by Benjamin Hasapidis)

a Saint Leo University

aB launched its first ever Women'’s Flag
Football program in Fall 2025, led by
head coach Eli Taliaferro. As interest

in flag football continues to grow
nationwide, this new addition by the
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athletic department is a major step
in providing opportunity for female
athletes. On March 4, Saint Leo
hosted the University of Tampa for
the first home game of the season at
Saint Leo Turf Stadium.

(Photo by Benjamin Hasapidis)

Sports are not just about
having fun, but about each player
competing to be the best they can be.
This academic year, history was made
at different levels across the athletics
department. On Dec. 31, during a

' 6

match against Rollins College, Saint
Leo Women'’s Basketball set a new
program record for most three-
pointers made in a single game: 15.
The record was previously set on Dec.
4,2018 at 14 three-pointers.

Sports can be highly
competitive, especially at the
collegiate level, as many athletes try to
continue their careers professionally.
High standards are being set in the
Sunshine State Conference (SSC),
specifically in women’s sports.

On Feb. 10, Jessica
Harclerode, a senior majoring in
elementary education and goalie
for Women'’s Lacrosse at Saint Leo
University, set a new level in the
SSC, breaking the record for career
saves in Women'’s Lacrosse.

According to Saint Leo
Athletics, she passed Florida
Tech’s goalie Stephanie Stuart,
who previously led the conference
with 504 career saves. Achieving a
milestone can have different effects
on everyone, but it is a step forward.
Harclerode has finished the regular
season with 614 career saves.

(Photo courtesy of Virginia Smith)

After an approximately two-
year absence, Saint Leo University
Athletics welcomed back the Track
and Field Program. According to
the Saint Leo University website,
the Track and Field program was
discontinued in March of 2023 and
returned in March of 2025 with the
season starting in January 2026. The
program returned to action with
high expectations, and it showed in
the results.

Freshman Dackjerlin

http://lionsprideonline.com/

2025-26 Saint Leo Sports Spotlight @

Elijah Alverado
Sports Editor

(Photo courtesy of Jessica Harclerode)

Senior Feliz broke the school )
record in the 800m, scoring
2:13.45. The record was
previously set by Holly Little on a
April 7, 2023. A few weeks later 26
into the season, she broke her own
record making it 2:13.39.

School records have been
broken across different components
of this program. Most recently,
freshman Kansas Henry broke
school record in the 400m with a
score of 58.22.
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(Photo courtesy Alex Carmichael of 7Era LLC)
Just like any other sport,
softball can be competitive and
requires full-force effort. However,
nothing compares to the collegiate
level. This is especially true, in the

Sunshine State Conference, Division II.

° The Saint Leo University
Softball Team is having a season that
will go down in the books. On March
28, the Softball Team set a record
for the longest win streak in school

@ history at 24, with the previous

2025-26 Saint L

record set back in 2016. Since then,
the Lions have yet to lose and have
now extended this streak.

In addition to the win streak,
Saint Leo Softball is shining across the
nation, making noise in the Division II
conference. According to the National
Fastpitch Coaches Association (NFCA)
poll, for the first time in program
history, the Saint Leo Lions are ranked
number one in the nation in the
Division II conference.

ao (Photo courtesy of Caitlin Hansen)
2 The Saint Leo Women’s
Lacrosse has had the best start to
their season in program history.
According to Saint Leo Athletics,
the Lions have finished the regular
season ranked second in the
Sunshine State Conference, fourth
in the nation, the highest rank in

school history.

According to Saint Leo
Athletics, the Women'’s Lacrosse
Team finished with the most wins in
a season in program history at 14,
the most SSC wins in a season at six,
and senior Holly Hill, the first player
with a 100-point season

Sports Spotlight

(Photo by Benjamin Hasapidis)
The Sunshine State

Conference is filled with tons of talent
from different sports all over the state.

Saint Leo Athletics is becoming a big
part of that lengthy list of talent.

On March 2, it was announced

by the Saint Leo Beach Volleyball

team that Seniors Emma Laade and
Thalia Brassard were named SSC pair
of the week. Although this may seem
like just a typical weekly honor; it is a
first of many for the Beach volleyball
team. In addition, Saint Leo University
hosted the 2026 SSC tournament.

(Photo courtesy of Angelique Cauterucci)
Perfection is challenging

but not impossible. To be perfect, it
requires practice, and in most cases
it's about team chemistry

On Feb. 12, The Saint Leo
University Acrobatics & Tumbling
Team scored a perfect 10.0 in the
inversion pyramid for the first
time in program history. In March
they received a perfect score in the
pyramid competition again.

In addition, the team set

http://lionsprideonline.com/

a new program record for overall
match score in program history
with a score of 262.9.

These dominant
performances have made a
significant impact on the rankings.
According to Saint Leo Athletics, _
the Acrobatics & Tumbling Team -\%@
finished the season ranked ninth
in National Collegiate Acrobatics
& Tumbling Association.
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I'HE LIONS’ PRIDE
MEDIA GROUP

The Lions' Pride Media Group

Media Production - St Leo, Florida - 11-50 employees

IO

Home About Posts Jobs People

Did you know?

The organization originally was
established in 1965 under the name
“The Monarch,” and rebranded to "The
Lions' Pride Media Group" in 2018.

Students from any maijor
or year can work with the
organization, which serves
as a flexible, remote-
capable student
employment opportunity.

In addition to print papers,
we produce videos,
projects, designs, social
media content, etc.

http://lionsprideonline.com/

FOLLOW US!

AND STAY CONNECTED

lionspridemedia -
The Lions' Pride Media Group

ts BOS followers 198 following
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DOWN

2. The lack of molivahongt by seniors near 1. Lounging area next fo the swimming pool

the end 3. The dangling thread on a graduation cap

6, Warm golden rays on a summer day 4. The official document you receive at
7. Open-toed summer footwear .
graduation

9. Another word for a graduation ceremony 5 F o
11. The ceremony where you receive your uEIRRE S ’u ST O S Eh00
; 8. This year’s graduating class!

degree
12. Time off to relax and travel 10. Sandy shore by the ocean

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER, LIONS!
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50 Hadassa Ferreira

Arts & Culture Editor

Many international students
0 arrive at the moment of graduation
with the feeling that they are not
ready yet to leave this country. They
love this new place they are now
‘ very familiar with, the new friends
who have become family over those
@] four years, and the opportunities
7 they created and know that can be
ahead of them.
Although many international
students do not see graduation as
the “end of their line” in their U.S.
aB journey, they do not know what
their options are if they want to
continue in the United States. for a
little bit longer, or even for life.
Therefore, it is important
for international students to
be prepared ahead of time and
understand what their next steps

o should be if they want to continue to
live in the United States.
The first option, and the
most common one, is Optional
@ Practical Training (OPT), which,

according to the USCIS’s website,
is a 12-month work authorization
program for F-1 visa students to
work in the United States in their
field of study after graduation.

Important things to have
in mind when considering doing
an OPT are that a student cannot
have completed 12 full months of
o F-1 Curricular Practical Training

(CPT), the student must be a senior
= to apply, and that the best time
ii:r"%/ to apply is around 90-120 days
~ before graduation, since it takes a
long period for it to be approved.
Also, different from CPT, the OPT is
not curricular based; therefore, to
apply for it, students do not need an
@. internship credit or an official job
offer.

[t is also important to
understand its costs. The primary
fee is $410, which is paid to USCIS
for the I-765 application, and,
since February 15, 2026, Saint Leo
University is charging students a
$300 Annual Maintenance of Status
Fee, totaling the amount of $710.

Paige Ramsey, the executive
director for the Center of Global

10
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Engagement at Saint Leo, stated,

“I think that students on the F1

visa should be aware of all options
available to them and consider
those possibilities when they are
making decisions about their future
career or educational path.”

“The regulations as they stand
now allow one year of OPT following
each degree level (you can only claim
the OPT after that degree level, and
if not applied for, you cannot go back
later to claim it). If you choose to go
on for the master’s degree, you can
apply for a year of OPT following
that degree, but you can’t go back to
recoup the one year following your
bachelor’s degree even if you didn’t
apply for it,” said Ramsey:.

Another option international
students should consider after
completing their undergraduate
program is applying for a graduate
program, such as a master’s or even
a doctoral degree. If that is your
preferred choice, it is important to
start preparing for it in your junior
year since graduate applications
should be complete and ready
to be submitted by the end of a
student’s senior fall to secure good
scholarships or GA positions.

The reality is that most
institutions start distributing
scholarships and conducting GA
applications at the beginning of the
Spring Semester; so it is always good
to be prepared if you want to have
as much financial aid as possible.

Beyond that, it is important
to remember that to transfer to a new
program, an international student
must provide proof of financial
capacity for at least a full year of
studies, which can be provided as
a combination of scholarships and
financial support from parents or
guardians, for instance.

“The student really needs
to look at their future goals and
see what makes the most sense to
them. Does the practical training
help in moving up in that position,
or is a higher degree required for
that? [ recommend working with
the Career Services office as well to
see more information about what
the future employers are looking for
and if they have recommendations

Diploma in hand, future in limbo: What comes
after graduation for international students?

about moving to the next degree or
going straight into the work world,”
added Ramsey.

It is also crucial to
remember that the F1-status
is a non-immigrant intent type of
visa. However, there are
ways of legally securing a longer
stay in the United States, or
even a permanent residence, the
green card status, through an
employment sponsorship.

When talking about
employment immigration
opportunities, many students think
about the H-1B visa. According to the
USCIS, the H-1B visa is an employer-
sponsored type of visa that allows
an immigrant to stay in the United
States for up to three or six years, as
part of an employment opportunity.

To qualify, a candidate
must have a bachelor’s degree and
must be applying for a position
that requires a bachelor’s degree
or higher as a minimum entry
requirement. An international
student cannot petition this type
of visa by themselves; the U.S.
employer must file the petition
for a non-immigrant worker
with the USCIS, since this is also
a non-immigrant intent type of
visa. However, according to the
University of Maryland, an H-1B can
lead to a green card when combined
with an EB-1, EB-2, or EB-3 visa.

The H-1B is a great visa
because it allows an international
individual to keep their legal status
in the United States while being able
to work full-time, without having to
be under a CPT or OPT, since it is a
whole new visa, unlike the F1.

Nevertheless, the
disadvantage of this visa is that it
is a lottery system type of visa with
only 85,000 visas available. Meaning
that, according to this annual Cap
Registration analysis provided
by the USCIS, only one quarter of
applicants get it, since more than
300,000 people apply most years.
Moreover, the lottery only opens
once per year, between March 4th
and 19th.

Therefore, it is always good
to have in mind a more reliable
solution, which is the E-B3 visa,

http://lionsprideonline.com/
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which, according to the USCIS, is es
also an employment-based visa that

allows immigrant unskilled and [
skilled workers to obtain permanent

U.S. residency. Similar to the H-1B, it

also requires a permanent full-time
job offer from a U.S. employer, who ‘
will be the petitioner in favor of the
immigrant with the USCIS. =

This is a highly regulated 7\
type of visa since it has immigration
intent, meaning that you are directly
applying for permanent residency. ao
However, it is not lottery based; any
student who finds an employer who as
meets employment requirements
with the Department of Labor can
apply. Additionally, it is a longer
process that can take up to 4 years,
in which applicants must keep their
legal status in the United States.

The fact is that living abroad
has the power to change someone’s g
heart profoundly.

One who leaves their
homeland to explore a new one
for such a long time, such as the -
undergraduate period, is changed &%/
into a citizen of the world, with two
places to call “home.”

This makes it harder to say
goodbye when the time comes.
This is why international students
need to know what they can do to
legally stay in the United States. EG
after graduation.

<o

REPUBLICA

FEDERATIVA DO

BRASIL

imigrant Student Status
Class of Admission

F-1

| ACADEMIC AND .
| LANGUAGE

b, FL 33574

The I-20 is the most important document for an inter-
national student, and is the document that authorizes
not only a student’s permanence in the country, by
declaring their legal status, but also a student’s
capability to study and conduct internships through
CPT. (Photo by Hadassa Ferreira)
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8 Copyeditor
At the beginning of April,
*® the Saint Leo University Student
i Government Union (SGU) hosted a
campus-wide election to fill positions
vacated by students graduating in
May 2026. This included the position
of SGU President.
This year, the winners
were Amber-Kay Johnson for Vice
President of Communications,
Dejuan Wilson for VP of Finance,
Shavaughn Young for VP of
B Relations, Jacob Alexander for VP of
a Operations, and Aubrey Wallace for
SGU President.
Aubrey Wallce will succeed
the current SGU President,
’ Luigi Meschino.
“I'm very excited for her.
[ hope she gets the chances and
° abilities I didn’t,” said Meschino.
Meschino first met Wallace
while both served as Orientation
Leaders for the University. From the
start, Wallace expressed interest in
getting involved with SGU and asked
Meschino to show her the ropes.
“She has a heart of gold,”
said Meschino. “She can put her foot
down when she needs to, and [ hope
that she is able to accomplish what
she wants to accomplish, and [ hope
that she can stand her ground when
she needs to.”
Wallace is a sophomore with
a dual major in criminal justice and
international studies. She describes
herself as a “server” who likes to
operate behind the scenes, but
Wallace is no stranger to leadership
roles. She currently serves as
captain of Saint Leo’s Sporting
Clays Team and was the captain of
her high school Criminal Justice
@®. Competition Team. She also served
on the SGU board as a senator.
She was inspired to run
by the former director of Student
and Family Engagement, Dawn
McElveen, who told Aubrey she
should run for the SGU board.
Wallace took time to consider this
idea, not wanting to commit unless
“*7 she was ready to go all-in.
“I always want to give a
hundred percent in everything I do.
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So, 1 did some processing ... and I
was like, okay, we can actually get
something done,” said Wallace.

Wallace is excited to work
with the SGU board, new and
returning members alike.

“I feel like we [SGU] can
come together, work as a united
front ... and get the job done. So
regardless of adversity, regardless of
conflict or whatever may arise ...We
have the same goal: to make this
university better,” said Wallace.

Although Wallace is
organized, intentional, and a leader,
she is known across campus for her
kindness and fun personality.

“I can be very blunt
sometimes, mainly because I care
about people,” said Wallace. “I
always push to help. I'm a very
helpful person. So, community
service is very dear to my heart.”

O NG
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Meet Aubrey Wallace: Student
Government Union President-Elect

“I'm a goofball behind the
scenes,” Wallace admitted.

Wallace strives to make
SGU approachable and to hear the
concerns and issues students are
having, especially for new students
still figuring out campus life.
Wallace intends to be an advocate
and a voice for the students, like
others have advocated for her.

This goal matches Meschino’s
hopes for the future of SGU.

“I would hope that the
Union can focus more on an
advocacy route. The events are
always nice, ... but definitely focus
on genuine positivity for the
student body,” said Meschino.

He advised the new SGU
board to meet the students and
administration where they are,
not waiting to be approached first,
get to know each other and form a
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foundation of community, set es
clear, attainable goals, and pray

about everything. ®

“Lean on God's plan and
what he has visions for us on earth,
for our small, little campus. Seek His
advice,” said Meschino.

Wallace’s rise from a
behind-the-scenes server to
SGU President may have been
unexpected for her, but her
incredible journey was a result of
following her own advice.

“Get involved,” Wallace
urged. “I promise you, there's
something for you here ... | would
never be in the place that I am today
if I did not get involved.”

“You get what you put into ’
it,” Wallace added, “if you just stay in
your room, you're not going to meet
anyone ... Don't aspire to make a
living, aspire to make a difference.” ®

\

planning great events to connect with students. (Photo courtesy of Luigi Meschino)
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SGU President Luigi Meschino and SGU President-Elect Aubrey Wallace plan to continue to advocate for students, from having spice racks placed in the dining hall to
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Elijah Alverado

| began my journey with The Lions’ Pride Media Group as an intern
less than a year ago covering sports content at Saint Leo University.
That following fall | was offered the sports editor position, and |
was humbly honored to accept the offer. Writing and editing for The
Lions’ Pride helped me find passion, while incorporating my love for
sports. The bonding and connections | have built working with The

Lions’ Pride Media Group have meant so much to me. The best part
about this is telling the biggest stories in sports. It brings joy to my
heart when | see the smiles and the players and or coaches thank

me for coverage.

Madison Wilson Beatriz Trevisan

myself more, and become

more confident in the

work | put out. What |

enjoyed most was being

able to create things that =

actually reached people on campus and reflected real student
One piece I'm especially proud of was my article “The pros
and cons of college life” because it was personal to me and
honest, and seeing it get over 700 views made me feel like it
truly connected with people. TLP pushed me out of my
comfort zone and helped me grow in ways | know I'll carry
with me.

When | look back on my

time with TLP, I'll i T
remember how much it .
really pushed me to grow. :

It made me step up, trust - l@

Alina Rezepova

= From uncertainty to

confidence, my journey at
- Saint Leo University has
been truly transformative.
Each challenge pushed me
—— 1O ETOW, and every

g experience helped shape
| who | am today. | have built

: - not only knowledge, but
resilience, ambition, and
u lasting connections. | am
deeply grateful for the memories and people who made this
chapter unforgettable. | would also like to express my sincere
appreciation to the professors and faculty whose support,
guidance, and dedication made a lasting impact on my
journey. As | step into the next phase of my life, | am ready to

pursue my goals and continue growing.

de Jesus
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Saint Leo: where faith, home, and
memories come together for a
lifetime — forever proud to be a
Lion!

Benjamin
Hasapidis

To all incoming freshmen, make

the most of your experience here:

join clubs, intramural sports,
society’s, sororities, fraternities,
put yourself out there. Make the
most of your 4 years here and
you will make lifelong friends and
memories. Life is short, leave
your mark.

12 http://lionsprideonline.com/

Sanjea Taylor

Looking bac
on my first
| would gro
outspoken,
graduation.
confidence,
I'll always b
professor,”
importantly
my voice.

Sophia Sullivan

b i
issue and connecting with our commur
it came with many late nights and floot
produced by this team were always mo
that my time spent with TLPMG is wha
time at Saint Leo, and | look forward to
organization even after | graduate.

The thing | enjoyed the most during my t
with The Lions’ Pride Media Group is the
conversations | had with everyone. I'm v
much closed off to the world, but | will tz
with anyone. By opening up more, | was

able to meet some wonderful people anc
cannot thank them enough for all of the

help they have given me. And the people
have met are some of the most kind and
intelligent around—each with dreams anc
aspirations that | can only wish the best 1
| wish everyone the best in their future!



k on my time with TLP, I'll always remember walking in
lay feeling nervous and unsure, not realizing how much
N. Over time, | became more confident, more

and built friendships I'll carry with me long after
TLP gave me more than writing skills, it gave me

teamwork, and a space where my voice truly mattered.

e proud of my article, "Dr. Keith Jones: The lego
hecause it showed me, | had real potential. Most

, TLP helped me step out of my comfort zone and find

Being apart of The Lions’ Pride
has done nothing but push me
outside of my comfort zone,
and for that, I'm extremely
grateful. I've been able to

‘ hone my skills in public

~. speaking, writing, editing,
leadership, and so much more.
My favorite part of being
Editor-in-Chief has been
watching pieces of the puzzle

come together into a print
|it'5.t through those prints. Although

led email inboxes, the results

re than worth it. | know for certain
 I'll remember most about my
staying connected with the

Erick Angeles

ery
1k

Fa |th Skle I‘kOWSkI Three and a half years later, this chapter comes to a close. As

an English major, | learned to notice the small things—the
weight of a word, the pause of a comma, the way a single
line can change everything. Somewhere in all of that, |
started paying closer attention to my own life, too.

Mot every chapter was easy, and not every page was perfect,
but it was mine. And that's enough.

I"'m leaving with more than a degree—with perspective, with
discipline, and with a voice | trust. The next chapter is
unwritten, but I've spent enough time with good stories to
) . know that uncertainty is part of what makes them worth
reading. Thank you, 5aint Leo University.

Being part of The Lions’ Pride Media Group changed my life in
ways | never expected. As an international student, it gave me a
voice, a family, and the confidence to step outside my comfort

zone. Through every interview, article, and experience, | grew
into a stronger speaker, communicator, and writer. It opened
doors that led me to my first job and helped shape the path I'm
now pursuing in biology and toward pharmacy. I’'m incredibly
proud to have been part of something so impactful. What
started as a challenge became a turning point in my life. As |
venture into this next chapter, | carry everything it taught me:
courage, growth, and belief in myself.

4

I still remember when | got my acceptance letter from Saint Leo. Had assa Lari55a

I still remember being excited and happy as soon as | got here.
There's nothing like the excitement of the first weeks of
Freshman Year—seeing campus for the first time, meeting
people from all over the world, engaging in campus activities,
and celebrating your first step toward adulthood. That
excitement fades. Homesickness and the exhausting routine of
college studies can feel overwhelming. However, it will be ckay.
Junior year comes, and you realize you're living one of the best
moments of your life. Then Senior year comes, and suddenly
you're devastated- college is not forever. 5o, enjoy it—make
friends, try new things, say yes, work hard, and create
unforgettable memaories.

http://lionsprideonline.com/
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Aimee McElreath
Staff Writer

eo For years many have
e wondered whether robots and
automation will end up affecting
® job displacement and resulting
in less jobs for humans. With
the advancement and increasing
prevalence of artificial intelligence,
however, this question is more
relevant than ever before.
: Al software like Copilot
@ and Claude has been changing how
~ the workplace functions. Some
are excited about what this new
0 technological integration brings,
2 while others are concerned about the
aB effect Al will have on the job market.

Abhinav Kamtam, who
earned his master's degree in
computer science at Saint Leo and
is now the senior coordinator of
Saint Leo’s Student Accessibility
and Career Services, sees how Al
is changing the workforce for both
®. better and worse.

/ Kamtam highlighted how
automatic performance of tasks
helps teams in the workplace to

-

World News

move forward and focus on the most
important concerns and believes it
will continue doing this in the next
five years.

“You can say that it’s [AI]
improving workplace efficiency
by automating a lot of routine
tasks, data entry, or basic analysis
scheduling,” Kamtam said.

Users can increase
workplace productivity with Al
Kamtam also emphasized how
the simplicity of using Al software
maximizes efficiency.

“It could be as simple as
using Copilot for your emails,”
Kamtam stated.

Regarding the harm of
Al being implemented in the
workforce, Kamtam discussed how
prioritizing Al in jobs contributes
to job displacement, like how
automated customer support
services minimize human staff.

Kamtam also shared a
recent concern about how Al is
beginning to track work activity
in some workplaces. This causes
uncertainty regarding workers’
rights to privacy and stress due to a

Al is also being integrated into the robotics courses at Saint Leo, with many students being able to further
study Al. (Photo by Aimee McElreath)
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Al in the workforce: Is it positive or negative? -

sense of digital micromanagement.

“To certain people, it might
feel like you're being micromanaged
by a computer, which would bother
me,” Kamtam added.

Despite these concerns,
however, Kamtam is against the
stigma that using Al tools is bad,
especially in the workforce.

“It needs to go because
everyone’s using Al. And why should
we not be utilizing the sources we
have?” Kamtam asked.

Kamtam added that
whether use of Al in the workplace
is appropriate comes down
to whether it is ethical. As a
computer science degree holder,
Kamtam addressed the concern
computer science majors have
regarding Al job displacement in
their field.

“Is [AI] going to be heavily
used? Yes, but at the same time, as

-
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a computer science student, your
job would more so be maintaining
or fine tuning those programs,”

S0
Kamtam said. es
“Or if there are new

processes, integrating those new ®
processes into the program,”
Kamtam added.

So, will Al take future jobs?
Al may likely not have a great
impact on the labor market, but
it does affect the need for some
roles. Katam also mentioned that
new positions have risen as a
result, including Al specialists, data
analysts, and related jobs.

It seems promising that Al
will simplify workloads by taking
care of smaller tasks. Currently,
companies are using Al as a tool
to increase productivity, and as
technology advances, demand
for certain positions shifts rather
than disappears.

-
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Bachelor of Arts
in Communication

* Prepare for dynamic careers in
public relations, digital content
creation, and sales

* Build technology skills in social
media, artificial intelligence,
and online platforms

» Gain skills and in-field experience
by working with real clients

« Benefit from the flexibility of
a broad-based curriculum

B | earn More

3 sairIIIEO.edu/lmr:fl(‘lur.s-commumc';llfou

Al has become so prevalent in the real world that degree programs have integrated learning Al skills in

their curriculums. (Photo by Aimee McElreath)

http://lionsprideonline.com/



s

JOIN %,

&

Volunteer or intern with us NOW
and turn 1t into a PAID position next semester!

Staff Writers World News Editor Sport Editor
Managing Editor Arts & Culture Editor Editorials Editor
Layout Editor Campus News Editor  Copyeditors
Advertising Management

GAIN PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE THAT CAN BE APPLIED TO
ANY FUTURE PROFESSION YOU CHOOSE

Professional Writing Communication & Journalism
Marketing Digital Media
Layout/Design And more...

For more information, please contact

Dr. Valerie Kasper at valerie.kasper@saintleo.edu
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Contributing Writer

As the 2025 season comes
to a close, Saint Leo University’s
Men’s Soccer Captain Anel Crnac
has completed his final chapter with
the Lions, notably leading his team
‘ to the Division Il Sunshine State

Conference Playoffs for the first time
in a number of years. The center
back has just wrapped up his fourth
~ year on the team, having developed
from a young, but promising,

international arrival to a trusted
2 leader on a highly diverse team.
aB For Crnac, the decision to

move halfway across the globe to

Saint Leo University was easy. He

was drawn initially by the warm

weather and palm trees of Florida,

a drastic change from his icy

homeland, Olafsvik, Iceland. That

decision was solidified after a

virtual conversation with Head

Coach Brett Parker and a risky

promise made.

“I told him I could only do
@ this for one year, pay to go to college
=%/ foroneyear... He said that that’s not a
' problem and if I would perform that
he would increase my scholarship,”
‘ said Crnac. “That’s exactly what he
did, he stuck to his word.”
A defining feature of Saint
O Leo Soccer, according to Crnac, is the
Es presence of so many internationals
alongside American players. This
diversity is what makes the program
special, as it allows players to get to
know different cultures and work
s>, inunison on a scale that is rare
#=4  and distinct. This year alone, the
team includes players representing
approximately 13 different
nationalities, and meeting players
from these varied backgrounds
has helped shape Crnacon a
] personal level.
L His growth extended into
his leadership role as captain. Crnac
2,0 admits that learning how to be a
2 captain and balancing the necessary
responsibilities takes time. He notes
that the role involves many upsides,
such as gaining recognition, but
\%Ek there is essential work that must
"~ be done behind the scenes. He
emphasizes that he has learned a lot
in his leadership journey and is still
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continuing to learn every day.

Reflecting on his journey,
Crnac provides key advice to
younger players:

“Don't get too comfortable.”

He recalls coming in as a
freshman feeling really cocky and
very arrogant because the collegiate
level initially felt easy. He also
notes that “down spells” are a real
and humbling thing, and he has
experienced them firsthand. Learning
from that experience, he now hopes
his successors heed his advice.

Among his four years of
memories, one moment stands out
for Crnac: the scoring of his first
collegiate goal. This unforgettable
memory occurred during his
freshman year, he believes, to have
been against Rollins, where the
then-freshman scored a header off a
corner kick crossed in by teammate
Alexander Mollinedo. The memory
is a sweet one and will always hold a
special place in the senior’s heart.

Anel Crnac reflects on his
four years at Saint Leo University
by relating his experiences to
the University’s core values:
excellence, community, respect,
personal development, responsible
stewardship, and integrity.

Although he feels that
his journey is connected to
every one of these principles,

Crnac feels the most strongly
connected to two specific
values: community and respect.

The sense of community is
felt by Crnac due to Saint Leo
being a small school where, in his
view, everybody knows everybody.
He highlights this connection
by mentioning how, no matter
where he is walking on campus, he
frequently encounters four or five
people he knows. He appreciates
the tight-knit nature of this small
community and values it as part of
his college experience.

The value of respect also
deeply resonates with the senior,
connecting it back to how he
was raised.

“You can't really demand
respect without giving respect,” said
Crnac. A principal quickly applied.

He emphasizes the necessity

A captain’s farewell to the pitch:
Men’s Soccer senior spotlight

of being respectful to others, which
then naturally leads to people
respecting you as well, a key
characteristic of a leader.

As a senior, Crnac’s final
games have come and gone, but he
admits the reality of his time ending
hasn't fully set in. Even after his final
home game, the senior still holds on
to the last few weeks of the spring
semester and doesn't want to think
about his college experience being
complete just yet.

What he anticipates
missing most about wearing the
Saint Leo jersey is playing on
the field with some of his best
friends and experiencing the on-
field brotherhood brought on by
collegiate soccer.

Crnac feels supported by
the university and the Athletic

A

Department, citing the dedication eeso
of staff like Frank Orlando, Faculty
Athletic Representative and Instructor
of Political Science, who Crnac is :
convinced knows every athlete by 3
name. He is deeply appreciative of '
everything the Saint Leo Men's Soccer
program has done for him, noting that ‘
it has taught him much that he will
carry throughout his life. 58
Looking past graduation, éf’”;..’/
Crnac has successfully landed a
job in medical device sales and
is therefore able to complete his
highest collegiate goal: remaining
in America. Crnac shared a
message of profound gratitude
for the support he has received
over the past four years from
professors, teammates, fellow
students, and others within
the community.

20
26

7

Anel Crnac, in his center back position, is defending the Saint Leo goal against a tough opposition.
(Photo courtesy of Anel Crnac)
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Vargas-Hernandez
Staff Writer

Every year, new freshmen
arrive on campus feeling excited,
nervous, and unsure of what to
expect. Seniors who once felt the
same way now look back, wishing
they could share the lessons they
learned along the way:.

Freshmen often feel
pressure to have everything figured
out right away, such as having to
choose the perfect major; join the
right clubs, and plan their whole
future during their first semester.

"Understanding that college
is a time to make mistakes and find
your way in life, you don’t have to be
perfect, you just have to try. Don’t
be afraid to take on new challenges,
to reach out and make friends, and
to build meaningful connections
with your professors,” said Isabella
Nohejl, a senior majoring in
business management.

Seniors know that college
is not about having a perfect plan.
It is about discovering who you are
and what you enjoy. Many seniors
changed their major, added a minor,
or found a new passion because
of one class or one professor who
inspired them. Some changed
direction after realizing their first
plan did not make them happy.
Uncertainty is normal; it does not
mean you are failing. It means you
are growing.

Seniors also say that
showing up is one of the most
important things you can do. This
does not only mean going to class,
although that matters more than
freshmen think. It also means
showing up to small moments:
movie nights in the dorm, club
meetings, campus events, or
study groups.

"I wish that [ hadn’t let fear
hold me back. [ wish that [ had put
myself out there more and gotten
involved early on. Freshman year
was a rough transition for me, and
[ almost left until someone came
and asked me about my experience,
which made such an impact on my
journey here at Saint Leo," said
Cindy Cadichon, senior majoring in
medical humanities - Pre Med.

Editorial

A guide to college life #
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Remember that the years between freshman year and graduation fly faster than anyone expects. (Photo by Sayuri Vargas- Hernandez)

Many seniors say their best
memories came from times when
they pushed themselves to leave
their room, even when they felt shy
or tired. Showing up helps you make
friends, find opportunities, and
feel like you belong. It is how the
campus starts to feel like home.

Another lesson seniors want
to share is the importance of asking
for help because freshmen often
think they must handle everything
alone, stress, homesickness, or
difficult classes. But the truth is, the
students who succeed are the ones
who use the resources around them.

For example, professors
have office hours to help you.
Tutoring centers can explain
difficult topics. Counseling services
can support your mental health.
Mentors and older students can
guide you because they have been
through the same challenges. Asking
for help is not a weakness; itis a
smart skill that will help you in
college and in general life.

Time management is
another lesson many seniors wish

they had learned sooner, since
freshmen often underestimate how
quickly deadlines approach and how
easily things can pile up.

Many seniors laugh about
the nights they stayed up until 3
a.m. because they procrastinated.
But they also admit that learning to
balance school, work, social life, and
rest was one of the hardest parts of
college. Productivity is not about
being busy all the time. It is about
being organized and intentional.
Planning ahead, breaking big tasks
into smaller steps, and giving
yourself time to rest can help you
avoid burnout.

[t is also important to take
care of yourself. Sleep, healthy
food, movement, and mental health
all affect your success. You cannot
do well in class if you are exhausted
or overwhelmed.

Comparing yourself to
others only makes things harder.
Freshmen often look around and
think everyone else has their life
together. But seniors know that
everyone struggles sometimes.
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Everyone feels lost at some point. ‘
College becomes easier when you
stop comparing your journey to
someone else’s.

Is always good to remember e
that it is okay to change. You 8
might lose friends, make new
ones, discover new interests, or
outgrow old habits. Change is part
of growing up; people you meet, the -
challenges you face, and the choices @:%‘
you make will shape you in ways
you do not expect. College is a time
to explore, try new things, and learn t
about yourself.

College goes by fast. Four
years feel long when you first arrive, g
but seniors say it passes quickly.
They remember their first day like
it was yesterday. They wish they
had slowed down and enjoyed the
small moments more. If they could
speak directly to freshmen, they
would say: take pictures, celebrate
small wins, call your family, try new )
things, and enjoy the journey. Do not =~
rush through it. College is more than
a preparation for the future; it is an
important chapter of your life.
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e Hadassa Ferreira
88 Arts & Culture Editor

Have you ever wondered
whether it is life that mimics art
or art that mimics life? Well, which
one mimics which is a never-
ending question, but the fact is
that many artistic pieces reflect
distinct spheres of human life, and
with college life, it could not be
more true.

College time is such an
important moment in people’s lives.

Many movies, TV series, music, and
20 other types of entertainment pieces

aB portray this moment, showing the
blessings and sorrows of this phase

(Q.
?::'_’/"

of life, as well as raising awareness
and reflecting on important themes
related to this part of college.

A good entertainment piece

that reflects college life so well is
“All American: Homecoming.” This
@, CW TV show depicts college life
on the discovery of one’s identity,
sense of belonging, and cultural
pride. The show follows the life of
)
HBCU institution. This is a fantastic
piece because it balances the main
‘ character’s challenges with her
“All American: Homecoming” is a
D great TV show because it raises
Es awareness about many issues that
such as how to deal with impostor
syndrome and self-doubt, managing
time between social life and creating
d'_:";*/ involved with campus events and
student organizations, and even
‘ its harmful effects.

Moving from screens to
books, a series of books that portray
way is the “Off- Campus” series.

This series of books tells the stories
2,0 of four couples who are going to
while being college students. The
books follow the four best friends,
Garrett Graham, John Logan, Dean
" are hockey players and roommates,
as they fall in love with the most
unexpected girls.

in a very unique way, reflecting
=/ aTennis Player, Simone Hicks, at an
athletic life and cultural identity.
young adults face during college,
=, meaningful connections by getting
issues like the culture of hazing and
._ college life in a very fun and light
find love in the most unlikely way
@ Di Laurentis, and John Tucker, who
18
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Unlike “All American:
Homecoming,” which has a more
dramatic tone and is more grounded
in serious real-life issues, Elle
Kennedy’s books are more about
finding love and having fun while
in college. Those are the type of
stories that, although they raise
some important reflections and
discussions, are more about
thinking about how cool it would
be to have such a fun and romantic
college experience. Those are
stories you want to read, not
exactly because you will identify

—
—
—

All American: Homecoming
@ 2024 [l 3temporadas [F2]

T1:E13 Irreplaceable

parts of college life. Those are
more unrealistic stories portrayed
in a more stereotypical and even
glamorized way. Those are perfect to
make people laugh hard. Although
those stories exaggeratedly portray
college life and have a lighter
tone, softly, they still transmit the
messages about the importance of
finding a community, reinventing
yourself, and the social pressures
people feel in college before finding
their own identity.

Moving from screens to
headphones, there are also good

4 Baixar THE13
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Simone questions her tennis career as Thea receives bad news. Keisha tries to save the school

and a new coach creates confiict for Damon and JR.
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A fun fact about “All American: Homecoming” is that it is one of the first TV Shows with a fully Black cast.
It is great to see the racial representation in this show. (Picture by Hadassa Ferreira)

with the main characters' journeys
all the time, but because they will
make your own journey lighter by
jumping into a “too good to be true”
reality once in a while.

Other pieces of
entertainment that portray
college life in a very fun, light, and
even comic way are those of the
2000s. Films like “Pitch Perfect,”
“So Undercover;” “House Bunny,”
“Neighbors,” “Legally Blonde,” and
even “Monsters University” are
comic pieces that depict specific

songs that can portray college life
and youth so well, such as “YOUTH”
by Troy Sivan, which is that type of
song that talks about enjoying your
youth to the maximum that you can,
because the time to explore and live
is today. It is a song that brings up
different metaphors and symbols to
describe spontaneous things that
youngsters do.

“Vienna,” by Billy Joel, is
that type of song that comes to
teach one how to calm down and
stop worrying about the future.

http://lionsprideonline.com/
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College through art: Cultural representations of @
youth and higher education
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As college students, there are
moments when anxiety takes
control of us, and we have a hard
time slowing down and living in
the moment. This is that song that
serves as a good reminder to live
in the present because the future
will come regardless, so it’s better ‘
to slow down and understand that

for juveniles, it's okay to “lose aday 4=

=

or two.” 7.4

Judrich Raphael, a senior

double-majoring in Computer
Science and Mathematics, stated,

“I really love this song [Vienna]

because it's a reminder to just as
breathe. Right now, as we'’re
graduating, we feel like we need
to become successful right away ’

and have everything figured out
immediately. But there’s no rush,
everything will happen in its own
time. We have to remind ourselves
that we’re still young and have our
whole lives ahead of us, so ‘slow
down, you crazy child.”

But now, if you are a
senior about to graduate in 2026, @
probably one of the songs that o
most defined college life for you
is “DTMF” by Bad Bunny. This ’
one is special, not only because it
was released in the middle of the
current seniors' college time, but D
also because it tells about valuing e
those special moments in the 6
present. This is the type of song
that makes us understand that we
should, in fact, take more pictures
of everything we are living now, (\
because 10 years from now, we will é=.
see how things were prettier and
more special than we thought. We
will feel like we could have done so t
much more.

College is one of the
most expected moments in many @@
people’s lives. Many people start :
dreaming about going to college
when they are young, and when ag
it finally happens, they do live 26
special moments. There’s no
doubt that this is the reason why
so many pieces of art depict this
moment so vividly. Overall, those @\\
stories do more than just depict =
college; they help students to set
the tone for the college experience
they want for themselves.

L
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Fabiola Bilbraut
Carly Ann Bitner
Terrae Blackwell
Makenzi Blinne
Franklin Boadu
William Jacob Boatley
Benjamin R Boatright
Andrea Kathryn Elizabeth
Boggs
Sophia Snow Bohto
Roderick T Bolton
Kendal Leah Rose Bos
Adrien ]. Boudreau
Alyssia Bianca Bouyoucas
Conner Robert Bowen
Matthew Alan Bowser
Cecil Lanier Boyland Jr
Stephen Deshaun Bradley
Brittany Marie Brady
George Brascom
Angela M. Brenny
Brandy Nicole Brim
Ailia Brooks
Fabiola Brown
Jotham Vernon Brown
Makayla Eileen Brown
Raven N Brown
Sydney Peyton Brown
Tomekia Donetia Brown
Victoria Gwendoline Brown
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Abigail Marie Brunick
David Bryan
Jacqueline Susanne Bufkin
Julissa Lynn Buitron
Fabrice Bulambo
Rachel May Burton
David B. Butler
Isabella Sofia Butler
Kathleen Lenore Butler
Brianna Renaye Butts
Marc Anthony Butts-Jones
Christopher Cabrera
Cindy Laurie Cadichon
Michael Allen Cagle
Kayla Isabel Caicedo Sanjuan
Sharon Latoya Cain
Angelina Fania Camaione
Archanae Rosemary Cambridge
Linda Kathryn Cameron
Brione Maurice Campbell
Adrienne Marie Quiles-Campos
Victoria Campos Hernandez
Angela Cardenas
Joshua Robert Carlo
Alex Carmichael
Kendall Carolina
Fanny Carolina Garca
Jasmine Nichele Carter
Keyona Josette Carter
Vernon Toy Carver
Ralph Francis Casimiro
Alexis Nicole Cavallo
Martha Cecilia Idarraga de
Henao
Maria Celeste Rojas Delgado
Gilbert Cerda
Samantha Elizabeth Chapman
Laquan S Charity
Brooklynn Chavez
Whitney Leann Cherrelus
Cameron Chestnut-Ung
Michele Nicole Choice
Bianca Clark
Samuel Claude
Carlos Roberto Clavijo Murillo
Cammi R Clemente
Kiara Amanda Clifford
Marissa Cloud
Daniel O'Bryan Cobbs
Rebekah Cochran
Eduardo Cohen
Jose Julian Collazo
Zjhaune Diana Collins
Katherine M Colucci
Matthew Luis Concha
Nicolas Anthony Conetta
Emma Contreras
Carson James Cooper
Taliyah Sharuth Cooper
Lindsay Mary Corazzini
Stephanie Cordero Garcia
Ashlyn Taylor Cornelius
Matthew I Coronel
Luanyvette Correa Martes
Manuela Corredor Cortes
Brianna Gabriella-Jade Cousins
Antonette Ronda-De Cowles
John Cox
Carter James Craig
George Anthony Crispin
Ryan Steven Crivello
Anel Crnac

Anthony Crooks
Andrew Scott Cullina
Jaya Melody Cunningham
Tashika Cunningham
Kenesha Alia Curry
Alanna Mae Dailey
Skylar Marie D'Alessio
Alyssa Zhane Dallas
Melonesse Renee Daniels
Mikal Rashad Daniels-Roberts
Jake Michael D'Antuono
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Shrinjan Datta
Jose David Florez Navarrete
James Henry Davies
Makayla Davis
Sequoya Davis
Annel Daza
Marino De la Rosa Paniagua
Chandrika Lorimar De la Rosa
Perez
Rosa de Las Nieves Campos
Arias
Maria de Lourdes Villarreal
Guerrero
Luanna De Paula
Marina Rose Dean
Matthew DeBord
Thomas DeBrower
Courtney Joselyn Deese
Daniela Del Rosario Breton
Maria del Rosario Valiente
Le6n
Kendall Deleo
Diana Vanessa Delgado
Jennifer Janet Delgado
Stevie Anna DePinto
Andrew Derek C Quichocho
Aris Anthony Gonong Diamond
Anthony Diaz
Kadie Grace Diem
Dylan Travis Divenuti
Emily Noemi Dominguez
Michael Dominguez
Matheus Donascimento
Elisha Lynn Dorelie
Amanda Gail Douglas
Cassandra R Dowdy
Sevra S. Dowdy
Meghan Ann Duffy
Grace Elizabeth Dunsworth
Giovanni Duran
Kora-Lynn Durand
Elise Eason
Francisco O Echevarria
Natalia Isabella Edmonson
April Efferding
Meredith Lynn Eitel
Dylan Ekel
Roxana Elieth Ibafiez Gallardo
Gyllian Anne Ervin
C. Joyce Escobedo
Valery Estephania Martlnez
Lépez
Layla L Ettovati
Karla Eugenia Jara Millan
Valerie Joyce Eulett
Lyndsey Evans
Isabella Exclusa
Leya-Ravine Ciera Ezell
Mario Fabian Castillo
Santander
Hector Fabio Caicedo Gomez
Joshua Faieta
Cody Thomas Farrell
Alejandra Isabel Felix
Osiel Felix Leon
Janneth Esmeralda Feria
Martinez
Paola Fernandez
Paul Fernando Delgado Torres
Jose Fernando Ruiz Suarez
Lori Caitlin Ferreira
Jenise Theresa Fimbel
Wyatt E Flack
Tabatha Flannagan
Hannah Pearson
Eleiny Fontanez Diaz
Ondra Ford
Elaina Ford-Rivera
Jacob Aaron Forshee
Breon Fox
Christopher A. Foxx
Rydlee Francois
Fago White Franklin II

http://lionsprideonline.com/

Andrew Jordan Freeman
Kimberlee Freeman
Katherine Frias
KristyMarie Fuentes
Raven Breunna Fuller
Magalie Gabriel
Max Thomas Gallagher
Alexis Renee Gallien
Kastevia Gallon-Martin
Jonathan Gaona
Hayden Garafolo
Cayman Nash Garcia
Sebastien Jean Pierre Ger
Gardere
Adonis Gardner
Rodwell Gaskin
Tyler Johnny Gauci
Aidan Geist
Payton Isabella Gibney
Shammayah Ada-Renee Gibson
Hunter Gillam
Tylia Gillespie
Isabella Anne Gillis
Eduardo Jose Godines Mena
Liliet Barbara Gonzalez Perera
Rojhna Tashna Tamaiya Gordon
Ricky Allen Gorsuch 11
Jacqueline Denise Goshay-Reed
Ashley Janay Glenn Gozon
Madison Grace Wilson
Claudia Graciela Tobar Pedraza
Joseph Matthew Graham
Michael Demetrius Grant
Daryl E Grayer, Sr
Ariel Tamara Green
Jacob Michael Green
Haven A Greene
Justin Teague Gregory
Marvin Griffin
Sarah Genyle Griffis
Bradal Shavante' Griffith
Anna Marie Griffiths
Alicia Groomes
Yasmin Del Carmen Guaba
Katherine Alondra Guadarrama
Ana Valentina Guarderas
Juan Guillermo Torres Flores
Lindsay Guillory
Emily Gullion
Noah Jeffrey Gullion
Shelby Gullion
Madison Gunn
Shona N Hamilton
Iraida Nicole Hamlet
Trevor T. Hampton
Mira Julee Hanna
Jessica Elizabeth Harclerode
Aiya Simone Harrell
Jeysa Michelle Harrington-
Melendez
Alexus Nicole Harris
Marcus A Harris
Benjamin ] Hasapidis
Richard Matthew Hauser
Jamila Hawit
Terrell L. Hawkins
Cardarious Dewayne Hayes
Manuela Henao Coca
Marshall Anderson Hendrix
Jackson Dennis Henninger
Aniya Cheon Henry
Gonzalo Hernan Rojas
Delgadillo
Juliana Hernandez
Jade Elizabeth Herndon
Antonio Alexander Hicks
Kaitlyn Elizabeth Hicks
Angela Patrice Hightower
Donovan Hill
Holly Hill
Noah Scott Hill
Wanisha Ivette Hittman
Tierney Michelle Hocquard

Kyara Rose Ryan Hoffer
Jesse L. Holland
Erik Anders Holmen
Antwoneisha Holmes
Khadijdra Holmes
Sharee Siddeeqah Horace
Dalton Houser
Catherine Denise Howard
Chloe P Howell
Gaylon Androski Hughes Jr.
Traci Renee Hulsey
Rylan Hutchins
Kyla Richelle Hutchison
Sherri Hyatt
Keith Russel Hyman
Nicklas Jan I1li
Anna Louise Intagliata
Jonathan Israel Urbina Solis
Martin Emad Istefanous
Charles Ramseyer Jackson
Jada C Jackson
Jada Jackson
Luke Jackson
Ryan Anthony Jackson
Tarrin Jackson
Adam Henri Jacques
Shaquita Giles James
Kaitlin Jarvis
Leef Jean-Francois
Nekya Monnette Jenkins
Bradford Terell Jennings
Justin Jewell-Penna
Meghan Sue Johns
Erin Taylor Johnson
Jasmine L Johnson
Kallie Lenee Johnson
Kivinie D Johnson
Latasha Nicole Johnson
Miguel Orlando Ifill Johnson
Nandi Linae Johnson
Yahamoni Johnson
Vanessa Johnston
Karen M. Jolley
Abbrielle Kaylee Jones
Walter Lee Jordan
Azharia Joseph
Brielle Kallberg
Joshua Kanui-Rowe
Amanda Nicole Kapes
Meryam Karam
James Evan Kastner
Elaina Nicole Katz
Abby Jeanne Keith
Camila Keller
Meredith Kelly
Colleen Ann Kester
Ra'Niyia Tanae King
Shotaro Kino
Alexandrea Paige Kirby
Aidan William Knoetgen
Katie Lynne Knowles
Yuto Komine
Samuel G. Krall
Kurt H. Kunde
Marc Joseph Kunzinger
Emma Laade
Azarel Labrador Pozo
Elizabeth M Laferriere
Emilia M Laferriere
Mathieu Lafontaine
John Lafontant
Vincent Laforest
Chandanie Lakhisaran
Michael La Mantia
Latashia Lambert
Crystal Joy Lamberty
Sherika M. Land

Yasneira Ivelisse Landeros
Valarie Nicole Landin
Kassandra Landry
Ashley N. Lang
Brian Large
Jesus Angelica Larios

Hadassa Larissa Da Silva
Ferreira
Collin Elliott Laurie
Shaé Catarina Lee
Molly E. Leggett
Audrey Nicole Lehto-Chew
Victoria Leigh Crawford
Lennox
Enrique Leon
Kourtney Siedah Lester
Dorian Lewis
Abigail Faith Lindsay
Mariela Lisbeth Intriago
Chavez
Enrique Joaquin Lithgow
Ruth Locke
John Liam Logan
Alice Deenice Loggins
Goldstein
Angela Skectia Long
Anabelita Lopez
Angela Venus Lopez
Eliaz Lopez
Sebastian Joel Lopez
Shamya Lakeisha Lott
Simmora Lott
Wesley Allen Love
Emelia Rose Lowe
Alonah Renee Lowry
Carlota Lucia Baza
Jenilie Hiatt Luddley
Sherrie Luhrman
Deja Infinite Lundy
Kristen Macconnell
Benjamin Davis MacLeod
Christian Louis Maddaloni
Caroline Grace Magill
Cesar Maldonado
Breana Louise Malloy
Rowan Scott Maltby
Raymond Wai Hong Man
Jaeden Manzano
Cristhian Marcelo Marin
Moreira
Gracie Mae Marello
Megan E Marhefka
Loren Mariana Delgado
Bambagué
Anna Marie Jordan
Italy Marisol Sierra Arias
Justin Ryan Marlow
Jessica Shawn Marosi
Paris Isabella Marozzelli
Shelby S. Marrero
Kirsten Erin Marshall
Dimo James Martanovic
Daniel ] Martin Jr.
Kenneth D Martin
Keila T Martinez
Alejandra Yadira Martinez
Arias
Dylan Michael Mass
Katherine Massiel Leines
Lady Massiel Vera Intriago
Antonio Enrique Mata
Nikiajuana Maurice
Katja Maria May
Jessica G Mayewski
Samille Destra Maynard
Clemecia McCall
Catherine Frances McCaughey
Cindy McElhaney
William Thomas McElhaney
Kari McGee
Duke Jenkins McGill
James F McGonigle V
Caitlyn Marie McGregor
Brian S. McKenna
Megan Kelly McKenzie
Amber Renee McKeon
Jermain Jueval McLeod
Jennifer Ann McMullin
Schanelle Baychue McMurtry
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Kenneth McNeal
Sarah Elizabeth McQuatters
Elizabeth A Melenciano
Luigi Santo Meschino
Frank Anthony Metivier
Ainsley Meyer
Sophia N Michelangelo
Arnaldo Miguel Canales
Benitez
Joan Mihail Millet
Jon Mikolajczak
Christopher George Mikulka
Cody Thomas Miller
Harrison Miller
Justin Ethan-Patrick Miller
Kiarii Monique Miller
Chris S. Mills
Martecia Raynette Mills
Rosa Marie Mills
Adam Thomas Mineo
Samantha Mioduszewski
Arionna Mobley
Kashya Jemell Mock
Krystal Elizabeth Molina-
Rodriguez
Lindsay Rose Molinero
Marcus Sean Moodie
Armando Luis Morales
Riley Richard Morgado
Alexis Faith Morgan
Jessika Marie Morgan
LaDoris Morris
Nataly Moscoso Cardenas
Brandon Mowatt
Deborah Elizabeth Moyer
Tajma Muharemovic
Noah Mujalli
Daria Sanchia Munroe
Borthland B Murray
Felisha E Murray
Lisa Yolanda Murray
Marcel Caruth Nalls
Twyla Nash
Heaven Elaine Nazario
Briana Neal
Gustavo Negreiros Molla
Thomas Gerard Nelan
Abigail Tianna Nicholson
Alejandro Nicolas Marquez
Thalia Nieves Cardona
Felicia Nimmons
Isabella Grace-Donata Nohejl
Yesenia Norena
Jessica L. Novas
Jana Kate Nuss
Amanda M. Oberschlake
Maggie O'Brien
Odon Octavio Serrano
Natalie Kieran O'Donovan
Roberto Jose Odor
Tamar Olguin Alzate
Ryan Keith Oliver
Joseph Michael OMalley
Tabitha Marie Evelynn Orahood
Alexia Marie Ortiz
Gabrielle Autumn Ortiz
Susan Williams Oswald
Jennifer Jeanette Owens
Kamiya N. Owens
Cheyenne Athena Pang-Jogie
Monica Paola Barrios
Alice Parfait
Barbara Ann Parker-Rawls
Ny-Vasia Jajuana Parks
Virginia Basilio Parrilla
Cynthia Marie Pascarella
Alecia Barbara Pastor
Khushi N Patel
David Patino
Adriana Patricia Davila Jiménez
Carlos Patricio Andrade Uribe
Noah Cameron Patrick
Zachary T. Patrick

Ana Paula Lago Mufioz
Ana Paula Negreiros Molla
Owen Francis Pawlikowski

Gabriella Payano
John Paul Pedalino
Gianni Peralta
Alicia Anna Perez
Yanira Lizeth Luna Perez
Paula Perez Rosales
Giancarlo Perez Sanchez
Irvy Perez-Espinosa
Christie Perry
Lauren B. Wolf
Nathaniel Peterson
Rubynetta Delores Pettway
Cecilia Uyen Nhi Pham
Richard M Pino
Karla Alves Condé Pires
Cindy P Placzkowski
Whitney Ploettner
Kimberly Plummer
Isabella Polanco
Betsy Alejandra Trejo
Dominique Gabriel "King Ice'
Pope
Briana Dawnika Pratt
Joelle-Ann Amelia Samantha
Prehay
Victoria Rae Prince
Adelmis M. Puello
Mason Cole Quick
Anai Franchesca Quintero
Joaquin Rabi Ortega
Kaley Rainwater
Noriana Muriel Ramirez Bueno
Christopher William Ranford

Judrich Kernsie Raphael

John Christopher Raucci II
Trinity Ann Rawald
Bridget Danielle Rebstad
Samantha Leigh Reed
Christian John Reichle
Lisa Reinfrank
Emily Alexandra Rendon
Marissa Katarina Retzlaff
Jun Rey Garvilles Giergos
Mario Reyes
Sofia Reyes
Alina Rezepova
Lavardo Latrell Richards
Jonai L. Richardson
Joshua Richardson
Leonardo Rios
Jaden Ritzes
Nicole S Rivera
Amai Rivera-Martinez
Samaya Maria Rivero
Juan Felipe Roa
Alex Roberto Canales
Adriana N. Robinson
Candyse Robinson
Latavia Nicole Rochelle
Geovani Rodriguez
Nickolas Rodriguez
Sarai Nicole Rodriguez
Stephanie Sarai Rodriguez
Anel Rojas
Sophia Rojas
Brandi Reshaun Rolandsumlin
Erin Victoria Romano
Bella Mia Romeo
Maria Dolores Romero
Brennan Michael Roohan
Lateshia Rooks
Alma A Ross
Alexander J. Rottach
Latoya Tracyann Rowewhyte
Aidan Royal
Remy Rozon
Joseph Michael Rubera
Yas'myne A'aryah Denise
Rudolph
Ana Rutkoski

Jeffrey M Ryder
Anatolii Ryzhkov
Willians Saaid Jimenez
Gizelle Tori-Lee Adele Sailsman
Amel Salman
Katelyn B. Salomon
Joseph Salvador Hernandez
Osegueda
Reed Patrick Salvadore
Andrew Salvadori
Nicole Salvadori
William Hunter Sammet
Aaron James Samples
Frank Sanchez
Isabel E. Sanchez
Karissa Chenelle Sanchez
Patricia Y. Sanders
Jessica Sara Santiago
Sebastian Santiago
Walter Akbar Sawyer
Aaron Thomas Schauf
Olivia Jean Schuck
Justen Bradley Schwartz
Alexandra Christine Scott
Khalil Romaine Scott
Grace Lynn Selim
Cory Wallace Sellers
Samuele Selva
Nicholas Christopher Keith
Seymour
Rahul Shah
Julia Marie Sharp
Gionna Aragon Shaw
LaMar Jerell Shaw
Delaney Jo Shears
Emily Elizabeth Shute
Prabhjot S Sidhu
MayLaina Skye Siefert
Connor ] Sieni
Santiago Sierra
Beatriz Silva
Carlos E. Silva, Jr.
Sheyla Silvia Scarneo Ortiz
Matthew Sinclair
DeWonna Sharetha Singleton
Mina Jenali Siphom
Faith Olivia Skierkowski
Rea'chelle Skipper
Mostafa Sliman
Chadee Smith
Dangelo Isaac Smith
Harris Smith Jr.
Hope Alexandria P Smith
Kordell Smith
Kyla Joann Smith
Savannah Ayame Janica Smith
Thalia Claudia Smith
CaSonya Shanice Smithers
Megan Sodemann
Aaron Solomon SR
Giada Solorzano Solorzano
Erin M Sonoqui
Michelle Leigh Sorrell
Luis Obed Sostre Rosario
Joshua Edward Southern
Nicholas Adam Souza
Gina E Stavile
Jeshua ] Stephens
Jackie Faith Stiles
Chantori R Stroman
Giselle Marie Strong
Keleah Adriel Stubbs
Joel Pascal Stubdck
Sophia Marie Sullivan
Joseph Luvic Sultan
Ashlyn Brianna Summers
Steven Michael Sutton
John Thomas Swainbank
Nechelle Elisa Sweeney
Sarah Elizabeth Swicord
Lily Grace Syracuse
Brandon Tabala
Berit R. Talley

Daisy Tamara Escobar Flores
Jennifer Leah Tarr
Aileen Tavarez
Orelle Taylor
Sanjea Taylor
Jennifer Temores
Brielle M Terry
Christopher Tyrone Thomas
Danesha Thomas
Allison Lasha Thompson
Chrischelle Maria Thompson
Kahlif Thompson
Ziniah Uria Thompson
Katelyn Jane Timberlake
Desirée Torres
Edwin Torres, Jr.
Kenneth David Torres
Laura Alejandra Torres
Haylie Touchton
Diante Marquette Towers Sr.
Yuto Toyoizumi
Beatriz Trevisan de Jesus
Alexandra Trimble
Trinnah Trinh
Jose Antonio Trochez
James David Trotter
Frank Angelo Ubaldini
Nelsy Uribe
Sai Yang VanG
Lidia Vargas
Sayuri Vargas-Hernandez
Veronica Lucia Vasquez
Nicole Lee Vaughan-Grows
Ashley Marie Vazquez
James Brian Vazquez-Massini
Adriana Cecilia Vega-Diaz
Natalia Annalise Ventilato
Taylor Anne Verdugo
Gary Paul Vilano
Leticia Villarreal
Lucia Viviana Melgar Del Risco
Kyle Reese Wagner
Kyra Walker
Milena Brianne Walker
Teresa Louise Walker
Sara Elizabeth Wallace
Justin Wallace Jean
Lauren Christine Walters
Alexandra De Los Angeles
Warchausky
Shelby Marian Ward
Dylen Lea Ware
Jordan Delana Ware
Addison John Warwick
Brett Theodore Wasserman
Deneane Watts
Orbie Watts III
Heidi Kathryn Waughon
Haley Marie Weaver
Harry Fisher Weeks
Christopher J. Wenger
Drew Davlen Wheeler
Erin Grace Whitaker
Kelli Lynn White
Noah Emmett White
Patrick D. Wilkerson
Adrienne Fantasia Williams
Ashley Marie Williams
Bailey N. Williams
Jasmine Gustavia Williams
Kayla Kyra Williams
Kaylan Nadee Williams
Kyle Williams
Madison Ainsley Williams
Torrez Killian Williams
IAN WILLIAMS-DESUE
Brandy Jumelle Williamson
Owen Woodlin Wills
Alexander Michael Wohlrab
Aidan Wolfe
Raven Wood
Sophia Irene Wood
Vernon Lee Woolridge, Jr.

Claudia Blythe Wootton
Karol Wozniewski
Jillian Anne Wyman
Maria Yara Souza Ferreira
Pessoa
Summer M Zaccagnini
Alexis Pearl Zacchilli
Colin Zawrotny
Genesis Elizabeth Zschocher
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Nicole LyrZ Allen Brown

Lucy Elizabeth Ayende
Patrick Baker
Taisha Barkley
Adelia R Barnes
Jim Kweku Barnes
Brianna Meshell Bell
Brittany DeShae Bramble
Diana Elisabet Bredberg
Canizares
Temeija Butts
Edwin Jose Cabrera-Toribio
Amanda Brye Callahan
William Eugene Cannon, Jr.
Colby John Cassidy
Olivia Margaret Cassidy
Sheila C. Castaneda
Janay Conney
Alexis Anne Cooper
Ishanell Dean
Shonta Dixon
Ashley Lucille Elder
Angelique Ticarra Monique
Fayson
Alanna C. Fortune
Nakhia Frames
Jimmiela C Griffin
Serena Hammie
Artis Hardwick
Breanna Harris
Kejuania V Harris
Paula Jean Harrison
Mariana Hernandez
Shane Tracy Jackson
Bruce Demery Jones
Alyssa Jenea Joseph
Ian Christopher
Albert Lee King Jr
Danielle Lakay Sawyer
Shakendu E Lawrence
Kayla Rae Carroll
Christy Albany Lustig
Alexis Manigo
Christina Lynn Mauradian
Dionne Natalie McClain
Matthew Joseph McDonald
Corinthia McLain
Matthew Douglas Milliken
Chloe Faith Muller
Devin Matthew Nichols
Cieara Osborne
Shasta Renee Parks
Toni Parnell
Denise Petty
Marinda Lucille Pezzetti
Amelia Latasha Parker
Marilyn Reid
Athena Roberts
Jared Robinson
Roy Mellis Sands II
Diamond Ericaann Smedley
Denesha St Louis
Laquanda Wade
Evasio Traionte Warren
Jillian Williams
Kiahna Kellymarie Jordan

Names listed here applied to participate in the commencement ceremony by April 1, 2026.






