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A Message From the Editor-In-Chief

Every college journey is arduous. 
The commitment to become someone 
who is educated in a particular thing 
or group of things speaks to your 
understanding that you can be more 
than you were yesterday.

Making that decision was no 
different for me; I left a job that I was 
content in for 11 years, knowing that it 
would cost a lot. Not only in the sense 
of money I could have earned but 
in sleep, in my physical appearance 
(weight gain and loss/baggage under 
the eyes), and mentally- as many 
days I struggled to motivate myself to 
get up for an 8 am class or completing 
challenging assignments.   

However, what I, as well as 
many of my classmates, have 
underestimated, was what we gained. 
The diploma was an inevitable goal; 
however, intangibly, we gained 
knowledge well beyond what four 
years could provide, experiences 
that cannot be summated in a picture 
or video, friendships that cannot be 
explained adequately enough, and the 
latitude to express ourselves and grow 
as individuals.
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 Being a non-traditional 
international student was not easy; I 
embraced the challenge of loving who 
I would become by integrating quickly 
into the community.

Finding various organizations that 
would peak my interests and afford 
me opportunities to venture out of my 
comfort zone. Being paired with an 
academic advisor who was caring, 
intelligent, and had experienced a 
great deal of what I had before my 
college journey, made every class and 
every semester bearable.

I am grateful to Professor 
Jacqueline Robbins. Her advising and 
instruction allowed me to be wiser 
and more tenacious. I encourage 
all students to develop a healthy 
relationship with their advisors and 
express your goals, no matter how 
frequent they may change.

 Every professor I came in contact 
with provided me with an opportunity 
to grow or to grow alongside them, as 
we discovered things about the craft 
but also ourselves. As tumultuous as 
the time may have been, Dr. Bondari, 
Dr. Shor, Dr. Sheridan, Dr. Kiss, and 
the host of Biology/Science program 
Professors and coordinators, your 
guidance, instruction, and life lessons 
were appreciated by every member of 
our cohort.

To Professors like Dr. Chris 
Friend, who taught us to think out 
of the box and to understand that 
we were all “mushfaking” through 
the college process at some point, 
while the Dr. B. Lee Hobbs’ taught 
us that the abstract and more 
colorful concepts are all a part of 
the hero’s journey - our journey 
we appreciate you, and we carry 
the weight of your knowledge but 
also your understanding towards 
the next phases of our lives. To the 

administration of Saint Leo University, 
thank you for the opportunity to 
grow, understand ourselves through 
success, failures, and setbacks by 
allowing us to learn effectively through 
them. The only request I make on 
behalf of those that I leave behind 
is that you continue to enable this 
medium (The Lions’ Pride Media 
Group) to operate as supplementary 
teaching to what cannot be taught in a 
classroom. The wealth of knowledge 
gained throughout these four years 
mean nothing, if they could not be 
put into practice, showcased, and be 
developed through the rigors of trial 
and error that I have found here.

 Dr. Valerie Kasper, you gave each 

of us, past and present, an opportunity 
that very few will ever give us.

You gave us a voice that we 
can effectively use at a moment’s 
notice, one cultivated in the fire of 
edits, proofs, and fact-checking. 
There is not one thing my editorial 
staff or I could say or do to repay 
you for your patience, guidance, and 
understanding.

We appreciate who we became, 
because you allowed us to be what 
we chose, never forcing us to conform 
but encouraging us to evolve. These 
four years have increased our hunger 
for knowledge, and our passion for 
hunting the truth. We indeed found out 
what it was to become Lions.
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Saint Leo has allowed us to create long lasting memories, with persons from all over the 
globe, with differing experiences helping us to become stronger individuals.

From becoming a running lion to conducting senior research, the opportunities to share, 
and grow withing the community provided substance at Saint Leo.

The Lions’ Pride provided me with many 
opportunities to grow and become a better 
student within the state of  Florida and 
others, despite being a Bio Major.
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During spr ing break, 
universi t ies throughout the 
country not i f ied facul ty and 
students about the t ransi t ion to 
onl ine c lasses due to covid-19. 
For some, including Saint  Leo 
Universi ty,  i t  was in i t ia l ly  set  on 
a temporary basis.

 However,  wi th in a few 
days, c lasses were extended 
through the end of  the 
semester.  In l ike manner,  the 
commencement ceremony for 
Saint  Leo Universi ty had been 
rescheduled from May 2,  2020 
to June 1,  2020. 

The stabi l i ty  of  the v i rus 
was uncertain at  the t ime, 
but many st i l l  had high hopes 
to celebrate the day that 
completed the four-year journey 
that came with hard work and 
sacr i f ices. 

In real i ty,  i t  was only a 
matter of  t ime before i t  became 
a pandemic and the wor ld took 
an abrupt hal t . 

What was set to be a year 
of  new adventures became a 
year of  adjustment and change 
of perspect ive for  the Class of 
2020. 

The disrupt ive nature of  the 
v i rus resul ted in unemployment 
wor ldwide, which has impacted 
job searches tremendously. 

Addi t ional ly,  the outbreak 
has taken a mental  to l l  on 
many students especial ly s ince 
this year was set to be a new 
beginning. 

Saint  Leo Universi ty and 
other universi t ies throughout 
the country have replaced 
the on-ground ceremony to 
an onl ine commencement, 
which is considerate and 
understandable,  but  i t  does 
not amount to the exhi larat ion 
of  walk ing across a stage with 
a wel l -earned degree whi le 
fami ly and fr iends watch in 
admirat ion. 

There were no f inal 
goodbyes nor last  days spent 
wi th f r iends before part ing 
ways into the next phases of 
adul thood.

For parents,  i t  was 
especial ly heartbreaking to not 
see their  chi ldren l ive out their 

dream walking across a stage 
with degree in hand and huge 
smi les.  The sacr i f ices and the 
t ime spent apart  dur ing long 
semesters makes i t  even more 
unbearable. 

As for internat ional 
students,  i t  was emot ional ly 
devastat ing.  Some students 
have not had the pr iv i lege to 
return home dur ing breaks, 
and graduat ion day would have 
been a glor ious moment for  the 
students and parents. 

In spi te of  th is misfortune, 
the journey has been 
completed and there is st i l l 
much to be praised; four years 
of achievements,  growth, 
memories,  new connect ions, 
and l i fe lessons. 

Amidst the chaos, there is 
peace to be found now that 
everyone has extra t ime to 
create new goals and plans to 
take the wor ld on as i t  reopens.

Most students remember the iconic sunsets on University Campus, that would 
wash away the worries of  any rough day.

The campus that was once filled with learning, laughter and other activities, had been reduced to a “quiet place”. The life 
and vitality of  the campus was stripped away as students returned to their home towns and countries.

Many students looked forward to bringing their families from all around the United States, and the world to see the 
beautiful campus they spent four years on. Sadly, families had to settle for photographs and videos from their loved ones.
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By Jade Bastian
World News Editor

Graduation in The Face of a Pandemic

http://lionsprideonline.com/?p=9354


Collin Moran
Special To the Lions’ Pride

College is usually regarded as 
the one of the best times of people’s 
lives. Like most things as you’re going 
through it, writing seemingly endless 
term papers and struggling to work for 
some spending money on the side, it 
seems like it is an eternity, but when 
you finally reach the end it has all gone 
by in the blink of an eye. Whether 
your journey took four, five, or even 
six years, it’s likely it wasn’t enough 
time to experience all of the things that 
college has to offer. From the wealth 
of knowledge you tap into every day in 
the classroom, to the friends you get 
to see almost every waking hour, or 
eating at a dining hall where endless 
amounts of food are ready for you 
whenever you want, college is a once-
in-a-lifetime experience.

While this year is unlike any 
other for graduating college seniors 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
feat of graduating with a degree and 
living through the college experience 
is something to be so proud of. 
Graduation time comes with many 
questions, many of which come from 
the stresses of leaving your safe 
space for the last handful of years 
and moving out into the real world. 
It’s a scary but also an exciting time 
in a young adult’s life, a crossroad of 
decisions, and each one of you will 
probably take a different journey from 
here on out. I have only been out of 
school for one year and there are still 
so many questions I have, but here are 
some things that I wish I knew when I 
graduated:

Savor this Unique Moment in 
Your Life

	 It is a little bit different for 
this year’s graduating class because 
many of you have already been away 
from school for a couple of months, 
but it is important to take some time 
for yourself and reflect on what 
you’ve accomplished. I think it is well 
deserved to take a week off after 
graduation and reward yourself. Only 
roughly a third of the people in this 
country have obtained the same level 
of education as yourself, and while 
it might not always seem like it, you 
have set yourself apart from the rest 
with your hard work and dedication. So 
before freaking out about not having a 
job yet or wondering what’s next, take 
some time for yourself and appreciate 

What I Wish I Knew When I Graduated
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Collin’s advice includes staying connected with the friends and faculty that were positive 
influence over your college career and where possible thank them for their impact.

Moran (center) graduated in the class of  2019 with a Bachelors Degree in professional 
writing. Moran emphasizes the importance of  savoring this moment in time.
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all of the hard work you put into getting 
here.

It is Okay to not Land Your 
Dream Job Right Away

	 Again, this is an uncertain 
time in your life and it can be stressful, 
it certainly doesn’t help thinking that 
everybody else has landed their 
dream career right away while you 
still don’t know how to get there. It is 
completely fine to not land a position 
at your dream company right away, 
or not know exactly what you want to 
use that new shiny degree for. Some 
people know exactly what they want 
to do and some do get in with their 
favorite company after graduation, 
but the reality is that isn’t the case for 
most people. Now is the time to get 
out there and earn that valuable work 
experience to help bolster your resumè 
so one day you are experienced 
enough to go after that dream job. 
Take some time to try out different 
jobs to see what you like, save some 
money for the future, and remember 
that it is totally normal not to make it 
big right out of the school. 

Stay Connected with your 
Friends, and Thank Faculty and 

Staff who have Helped You.

	 Since COVID-19 shut down 
your senior year early, it is even more 
important to stay connected with your 
college friends seeing that you most 
likely didn’t get that big send-off get 
together you were hoping to have. Stay 
connected online and over the phone, 
once this all calms down try and get 
together, go to alumni weekend if that’s 
the easiest, but just make sure to keep 
up with those connections, because 
you tend to keep many of your college 
friends for a lifetime. 

	 It’s also important to thank 
the faculty and staff who have helped 
you get to this point. Typically around 
graduation time, you would be able to 
see them and interact, reflecting on 
your time there and how they helped 
you get to the end, but during these 
unusual times, it might be beneficial 
to send out some emails letting them 
know how much they made an impact 
on you. These people you learn from, 
whether in or out of the classroom may 
be able to help you out well beyond 
your time in school, like as a reference 
or maybe even as a connection for a 
job. Just make sure you show them 
how much you appreciated their impact 
on your college career.



2019-2020 SGU Presidents’ Farewell
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Hello Lions, as the Saint 
Leo Universi ty Student 
Government President 2019-
2020, I  wanted to del iver an 
off ic ial  farewel l  address to 
the student body, since I  am 
not able to give my in-person 
goodbyes.

Last year, upon being 
instal led as your 2019-2020 
Student Government President, 
I  made a commitment to work 
on behalf  of the Saint Leo 
student body to the best of 
my abi l i ty,  dedicat ing my t ime, 
talents, and other efforts to 
improve Student Li fe. My 
goal was to make sure every 
voice was heard, and I  can 
assure you that I  have worked 
t i relessly and persistent ly to 
keep that commitment. Over 
this past year, i t  has been an 
honor to witness numerous 
achievements, including the 
implementat ion of the Lion’s 
Shutt le, and the opening of 
Benedict ’s.  A huge thank you 
goes not only to the members 
of the current Executive 
Board, but also to the previous 
Executive Board of 2018-
2019 lead by Derick McIntosh 
for laying the groundwork, as 
wel l  as our fantast ic Saint Leo 
Universi ty Administrat ion and 
Staff  for fol lowing through on 
their  promises to the student 
body

The feats achieved this 
past year would not have 
been possible without some 
special  people. To my executive 
board, thank you! Everything 
accomplished this year was 
not accomplished by me; we 
accomplished i t  together, as a 
team. Giul ia, your hard work 
and dedicat ion to your role 
did not let  up once! As the 
Chair of the Senate, your eyes 
and ears were always on the 
ground. Li t t le does the student 
body know that the l ids on hot 
dr inks in the cafeter ia were 
requested because you shed 
l ight on the hazard. Maurqise, 
you persevered throughout 
the year and kept the spir i t  of 
our Lions up! Thank you for 
al l  you did in taking the lead 
to accomplish one of our huge 
goals this year in improving our 

SGU President Celine-Deon Palmer praised the work of her Executive Board and conveyed her appreciation for the administration of Saint Leo 
University, for addressing the concerns of the students. Her address can be found at our YouTube Channel The Lions’ Pride Media Group.

engagements with Athlet ics. 
Ryan, you are one of the most 
on-task and discipl ined people 
I  know, and you took that with 
you in your role. You were 
very instrumental in managing 
the needs of our student body 
this semester,  ensuring that 
we were responsible stewards 
whi le al lowing 30 student clubs 
and organizat ions to attend 
conferences, and support ing 
13 clubs and organizat ions in 
host ing their  events. Geshon, 
you were the glue that held us 
al l  together. You kept us on 
task this ent ire year, supported 
the leaders of Saint Leo’s Clubs 
and Organizat ions, and through 
your communicat ions, kept our 
ears tuned.

Al l  of the talents and gif ts 
of the Executive Board would 
not be appropriately fostered i f 
i t  were not for our support ive 
Advisors who guided us 
tremendously throughout the 
year. Edson O’Neale, Frank 
Orlando, Erin McBean, Alexis 
Sull ivan, Aly Magras, and Dawn 
Mccelveen, thank you. You 
helped us grow, you graced us 
with your wisdom and ensured 
we never strayed too far off 
the path of making responsible 
decisions for our student body. 
This dedicat ion of your t ime 
did not go unnoticed, you were 
not obl igated to put up with us 
each week, and for that,  we 
appreciate you. 

A huge thank you to our 
Campus Act ivi t ies Board and 
our Student Government 
Senators. Our Campus 
Activi t ies Board put exceptional 

t ime and effort  this year to 
ensure diverse interests were 
met. Our Senators took charge 
of a broad range of things 
on campus; this is the group 
you should cal l  i f  in need of 
anything.

Lions, thank you! You 
showed up, and you showed out 
this year. You were support ive 
in al l  aspects, you spoke out, 
and because of your voices, 
we cont inue to evolve as a 
community, becoming greater. 
I t  was my privi lege to serve 
as your Student Government 
President.

To my Universi ty,  my 
precious Universi ty,  I  am 
eternal ly grateful  for al l  you 
have contr ibuted and planted 
into my l i fe,  which has helped 
to bui ld me to be the woman 
I  am today. The endless 

By Celine-Deon Palmer
2019-2020 Student 
Government Union President
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resources and opportunit ies 
have helped me to grow 
tremendously in only four 
years, trust me, I  have loved 
who I  became here. Thank you 
to our upper administrat ion, 
who has kept our community 
student-centered and has 
helped our dreams as students 
come to l i fe.  I  would also l ike 
to special ly recognize Dr. Jen 
Shaw, who I  was blessed to 
have worked closely with this 
past year. 

As I leave, I  go in high 
spir i ts knowing that the student 
body wi l l  be in good hands 
with our incoming Student 
Government Executive Board 
2020-2021. I  wish you al l  wel l , 
and my prayers wi l l  remain with 
you.

Al l  Glory and honor be onto 
our Lord and Savior Jesus 

The 2019-2020 Student Government Union Executive Board was led by Celine-Deon Palmer.
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Falicia E Brown

Jessica Marie Valdez

Halle All ison Lowman

Nicholas Paul Tisevich-Ciucci

Stephanie  Major

Elbony  Kaymore

Catina  Copeland

Torie Desiree Tucker

Emma Carolina Amaya

Maisha  Morman

Latoya Mone’ Hargrove

Ryan  Jones

Maliek  Watkins

Reeda Roxanne Blanco

Jordan Kemal Cleveland

Anthony  Santos

Daniel Hilton Sparks

Dawn Melesia Moore

Jenna Paige Haddad

Ada G Brooks

Abby  Molina

Verlinne  Sylla

Andrea Nicole Hinton

Shawana E Light

Devin W Hodge

Christina Nel Hayes

Mesgana Gize Mesfin

Shenika L Crowell

Nyree  Golden

Tanika Yvette Anderson

Byron C Harper

Jaymee Marie Rodriguez

Monica N Pipinichhernandez

Eumeaka  Stevens

Jesse Robin Chancey

Kyran  McClure

Eric Marcel Laroche

Diamond M Harris

Oshane J Miller

Rachel  Anyang-Kusi

Zoe Elizabeth Bennett

Pierre Sinniah Merceron Srikantha

German A Padil la

Myra L Reese

Chesnie Trenice Johnson

Alexis  Merrick

Leo  Guzman

Tyreek  Blackwell

Ka’Sandra Ariela Lempert

Nichole  Crankshaw

Alisa  Klika

Alexander Roosvelt Mormant

Aundria S Bryant

Tonja Renay Bradshaw

Charles A Bradley

Steven Vito Santora

Erin Callahan Davis

Shay Christall Rogers

Tenea Tushuan Moore

Shuntrice  Stidwell

Marisol Torres McSweeney

Rachel  Gomez Ramos

Tichina R Richardson

Latonia  Darien-Grundy

Sidney Marie Martinez

Ebony Helen Castro

Keisha  Matthews

Vonetta C Thorne

Jasmine  Salley

Taylor Marie Reyna

Ir is Danielle Semer

Bianca B Barthelemy

Malissa  McDaniel

Andrea P. Denny

Felicia M Dickens

Hannah Paige Harmon

Wakeena  Pierce

Kimberly Ann Lashley

Amber Meion Gates

Kevin Matthew Basquil l

Jessica  Torres

Kierra  Benjamin

Elsie Louise Alex

Angelo R Carr

Gene Arthur Kirton

Christine  Bacon

Jennifer  Belcastro

David  Rios-Hernandez

Alexis Blaire Coley

Rachel  Massey

Anthony Michael Marchitto
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Andrew Hadley Thomas

Kayla  Lampp

Gary Michael Love

Brian Anthony Lopez

Beverly K Fry

Bianca M Ransome

Julie A Ristow

Tameka Lashalle Hucks

Morgan Catherine Strobis

Yanira  Negron

Michele Dungee Brown

Frankisha S Ragin

Karliya  Rahming

Jack Joseph Spera

Sonja A Muril lo

Antonio  Mancil la

Jazzel Abbagale Binning

Holly Denise Hil l

Esther Gancuifang Lee

Angela Denise Lovett

Keisha Yamonic Smith

Maurice Antonio Troupe

Robert  Byrd

Anna Lisa Hernandez-Diaz

Devin Hilton Sparks

Karina Alexis Roesler

Maheera  Rahman

April Tywanna McRae

Luis M Terreromelo

Felicia W Morgan

Baylee Elizabeth Lutz

Ashley  Sard

Blake T Bromen

Mary Grace LiPuma

Stephanie Patriceviola Baker



Holly Denise Lyons

Guata Mae Jimeno

Derrick Keith Staten

Lacarra Kerrell Brown

Paula Marie Peace

Zubin  Mathew

Patrique  Chery

Renita Chevon Moxey

Sierra Jade Smith

Chadi  Omeis

Samantha L Heyward

Michelle Helen Smith-Leidecker

Stephanie Marie Brown

Mary H Miles

Kyle A Decamp

Farrah Lynette Walker

Mary Monique Martin

Courtney A Ruppert

Selvin Adrian Melendez Maldonado

Felicit i C Brunner

Samijo Kimani Grant

Andre  Johnson

Tanya Elizabeth Grimes

Virginia A Jones

Tihana  Hajdinjak

Anil ise Meier Fitzi

Sholonda A Boynes

Konya E Johnson

Akira Javetta Wright

Valeri Nicole Weinstein

Ruther Mae Grant

Stacie L Dubose

Korreem Nayshawn Fuller-Heyward

Kirstin  Bunting

Ethan Lee Ticehurst

Bradley Logan Hyde

Shakeiva  Jones

Cecelyn M Dennis

Bernard  Ramos
Jennifer Hitchcock Turner

Kyle Will iam Reid

Erica Cadesha Wilson

Shari S Hall

Adrian Kethus Toussaint

James T Harrison

Jewel Tyhetcha Anderson

Annie L Washington

Natalie Elizabeth O’Meally

Gloria Dean Flora

Denise M Payne

Angela Solis Chism

Victor Rashawn Amos

Katlin  Misco

Wendy Rene Davis

Kayla Marie Ortiz

Mercedes Marlen Contino 

Labrada

Charlie Marlin Langner

Angela  Nelson

Jasmine Rae Masterson

Medjine Anne L.A. Jean 

Jacques

Markesh Stephaun Thomas

Adazsha Kishawn Hawkins

Derek A Shennett

Lakesha  Washington

Jaycie Michele Grzymski

Janelle  Morales

Ki’yana Re’ontae Taylor

Isaac  Velazquez

Rachel D McLaughlin

Nicole Lauraine Pesce

Shawn A Jones

Olivia Paige Prieto

Brigit  Leaverton

Jason Mark Chatoff

Andre A Walters

Dana Lee Powers-Young-Ramos

Chrisandra  Prince-Mun-

roe

Linwood A Carter

Bonnie L Corsi

Jordan  Parks

Kelly  Bernal

Felicia Evans Dominguez

Anthony Leon Brown

Ahmad Malik Sanders

Lauryn A Simon

Adriana  Bright

Janelle L Thomas

Angelina Rose Troche

Courtney Brianne Graham

Ebony  Clemons

Tramel  Taylor

Brayona Lynn Tirado

Troy E Cobb

De’joun Will iam Redden

Anita Adrianna Lopez

Tyrone  Robinson

Tah-Lii Aziz Jackson

Troy Justin Hunt

Lil i   Le

Dexter Lazed Dailey

Nicole  Cinkodelen

Robert James Carter

Kari  Davispierce

Andrew Talbot Young

Timothy Robert Gerlach

Vaneica Lorraine Byrd

Mary Elizabeth Price

Tiffany  Crenshaw

Lamar  Francis

Daniel Allen Fortner

Macy Alexandria Wells

Dion Kerece Hibbert

John  Rolle

Carson Michael VanDeven

Theresa N. Brinlee

Shaquisha Monique Butler

Nakia  Will iams

Jihadah Samaiyah Murray

Christian Oliver Supreme

Andrew  Sands

James  Morra

Tristen  Morgan

Amelia M Evans

Latesha Denise Poindexter

Jovan A Murray

Larissa Irema Valbrun

Nina  McCray

Heather Lynn Robitail le

Bethany Jon Kursch

Jeffery Antonie Walker

Ashtin   Strickland

John F Knight, Jr.

Allyson Reece Cavanaugh

Julianna  Gruenberg

Nellydiana Archie Owenga

Sarah Marie Pauscher

Evelina  Romero

Ashley L Martin

Lisa Y Murray

Curtis M Perry

Nelly Salome Paz

Issac L Figueroa

Amir Steven Wright

Brock Aaron Buchanan

Shakia L Thomas

Tonya R Robinson

Ashley  Charlier

Natalia  Garcia

Alexis Claire Sull ivan

Carla  Lowe-Tucker

Pamela Chytrell Super

Monsia L Washington

John Anthony Rivera

Tyrone P Tucker

Malik R Buckley

Elyse Dawn Campbell

Emily Jane Baker

Noey  Watson

Laurian A Simpson

Ramanda  Hicks

Sarah Mattie Falconer

Roushey Alistair Brown

Sophia Ann-Marie Pope

Genevieve Michelle De la Cruz

Ronald  Ell ison

Velinda Wims Davis

Erin Grace Mahoney

Alexis Monai Platt

Kabria  Nicholson

Kristin Marie Staats

Jeremy R Moser

Fabiola  Rosado

Braxton  Treverrow

Sharon Denise Hil l-Staton

Jake E Garro

Geshon Anthony L Pratt

Varun  Reese

Victoria Marie Martinez

Aisha Renee Rasberry

Nilo J Sanchez

Christina Marie Shafer

Darrell L Moore

Kevinya Jucinta Faaith Joseph

Tania Nicole Burnett

Amanda Marie Burlingame

Jessica Raquel Ray

Carol P Hope Grant

Amanda L Rodin

Kristy Diania Jones

Oluwaseun Grace Oladimeji

Sarah  McCullough

Christopher Alan Leppert

Mackenzie Marie Jock

Paige M Swanson

Daniel James Stockton

Laymit  Savorit

Cierra Niccole Scott

Reshada  Fernandez

Nicole Lynn Cashman

Andre  Warren

Ashley  Hil ls

Ashly S Rutter

Blair  Stevens

Julio C Cesar Medina

Shantel Aretha Thompson

Martenessia Cornelia Fisher

Cory  Sommers

Nashonda  Oliver

Isaac  Chongo

Diane Halle Lang

Felicia  Manor

Roshi Deon Smith

Raygelo  Melfor
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Alexis R Hernandez

Erica Lynn Kerr

Taneka Shantell Wilson

Natasha  Anrisma

Jennifer Linn Allen

Latonya  Banks

Trevor Stephen Sanchez

Jake Pfeifer Alten

Jennifer Leigh Palmer

Sydney Nicole Denton

Melanie Katherine Amyx

Joanne  Abel

Tiffany  Reeves

Jacqueline E Mair

Rebecca L Sears

Maxwell Richard Kresek

Aundre Tyshawn Thomas

Kayla Lynn Branham

Amanda M James

Dion Alexander Dozzell

Logan  Lamb

Deserai Katrell Anaya

Yayza Ivanoa Muniz Sutton

Olisia  Rowe

Lamar T James

Crissy  Golden

Cynthia Faye Gurst-Seigler

Christopher George Paiva

Natalia English Bryant

Katherine Louise Robirds

Jeanna  Burrows

Sean Patrick McNabb

Jokorria Clarice Wright

Victoria Marie Bennett

Sentara  Moore

Trishuna Lavettea Brown

Tricia  Alvarez

Tatum Nicole Stoner

Melissa Gail Longoria

Johanna Nicole Kobus

Tyler Christopher Miller

Ashley  Strobel

Anastasia  Vasilakis

Roderick Stethone Nesbitt

Milka G Tovar

Zoeneah  Kolleh

Kim Yvette Sudderth

Raychard Travis Ferguson

Jeffrey J Morgan

Oriel  Blalock

Kacie Michele Kelly

Sharon D Lockhart

Zofia  Pilarska



Jacqueline Barbara Sivels

Lauren Abby Ramos

Magan  Jennings

Michelle S. Casti l lo

Genesis Shantel Huff

Katty J Garcia

Clifford Eugene Lovejoy

Lacy  Taylor

Tamiya  Gathings

Valerie  Harrell

Mary B Hedgeman

Tyesha  Will iams

Christian A Cutroni

Will iam Paul Flores

Mayisha  Kirby

Marvin  Tejada

Louis Fernando Canger

Desiree N Harvey-Lovell

Mannika Montez Hopkins

Jolanda Catoyia Wilkerson

Shimere Michelle Wyche

Gerald D. Mickles

Christina Y Butler

Roshonda  Poole

Deandre  Cobbs

Kesha  Underwood

Tamara Lashae Spaulding

Mary B Jones

Mario Javier Sanchez

Michelle Carmelita Andrade

Christopher Jovan Copeland

Siobhan  Scott

Shanasty Monique Flowers

Gina  Brierley

Brittany Nicole Groubert

Ciarra  Thompson

Champayne Chabliss Richardson

Mark David Sites

Mariah Joanne Vazquez

Rodney  Da Silva

Tia  McKinney

Amy M Lawson

Luis G Cardenas

Dorothy Ann Artis

Giamarie  Petrocell i

Magdalene  Markey

Gabriella Marie Montemarano

Jessilynn J Kelly

Jeffrey E Grodi

Zack  Starz

Wakens  Leonard

Timpestt Letia Mallory

Jasmine  Will iams

Karen Lynn Edwards

Jerry Nelson De Jesus Gonzalez

Ryanna  Baylor

Alicia Lafaye Trevino

Fallon Monique Anderson

Henrik  Dahrendorff

Crystal Charmaine Ewing

Siobhan Faith Counihan

Brandy Aniz Kruse

Madeline E Martin

McKala  Krauss

Patricia  Rodriguez

Jade Marie Bastian
Vanessa Nichole Lopez

Bonnie J Cotton

Ashley Nicole Lindeman

Ryan  Roper

Amondre  Davis

Latora Dae Heath

Jamiera Nicole Franklin

Joquetta  Carter

Shawn M Cox

Rayonia  Slater

Joseph Jiannis Antonopoulos

Jeralyn Kay McAllister

Tristan A Karuzis

Kaylie Marie Rodriguez

Dominique M. Godwin

Princess  Will iams

Demetria Ann Jones Futrell

Will iam Jarrett Dieffenwierth

Diana Patricia Jaramillo

Simone  Afif i

Oscar  Alberto Arita-Gonzales

Sheavae Tashmar-Baugh Gilbert

Trisha Monique Nugent

Bafou  Sanogo

Bojana  Bojanovic

Christy J Wallen

Frederick Lee Pierce

Arthur L. Skinner

John Fritzgerald Hall Jr.
Johnny Lee Dupree

Andrea Melissa Lopez

Rosina  Mataley

Todd  Wallschlaeger

Vonel Demetrius Teragene

Shatrice  Cherry

Willie Lee Glover

Lamarr S Payne

Regina  Robinson

Kiawana Yvette Newell

Sylvia Latonya Thornton

Raymond W. Dibeler

Keirra Anthonique Gordon

Rebecca Lauren Anderson

Jil l ian  Terry

Jessica Lindsey Duell

Haydee Marie Davis

Lauren Michelle O’Connell

Chemica  Daniel

Sara Nicole Neuman

Melissa  Arty

Colleen Renee Kurtz

Heidi-Jay Jay Churchil l

Patricia  Phil l ip

Andrew John Carroll-Mazeli

Mary Katherine Ziegler

Jernava M Armstrong

Patrick Will iam Cremer

Kimberly Marie Ndiwe

Tiffany  Will iams

Josetta  Smith

Genevieve  Simonsen

Brandon Terrell Davis

Alissa Marie Averil l

Derrick Jerod Will iams

Rhianna  Warren

Rio Roque Flores

Tristan  Jacobs

Kristyna  Jurkova

Lashundria N Ell is

Zachary  Janvier

Breana Elaine Harvey

Davieoyn Lorenzo Hopson

Brittany  English

Amy Lynette Langford

Asya Telecia Adkins

Dehlia Shajuan Mason

Amber  Lake

Anthony  Pontes

Briannah Alexi Myles

Victor Conrad Garfield II

Jessica  Eineder

Ian Steuart Brehaut

Deborah Ann Harris-Brown

Kelsey Anne Simmons

Kara A. Shelton

Thomas Vaughn Roehm

Mary Catherine Rodriguez

Shamika S Ghent-Thornton

Jake David Bryan Gilmour

Todd R Roberts

Mikki M Armato

Dakota John Paul De Santis

Briana  Harper

Brianna Leigh Reed

Lauren Ann Mariano

Joseph  Herrera

Gabrielle Teyah-Bernice Welch

Tatiyanna Akilah Henry

Roderick Alexander Brooks

Tashara N Miller

Tevin Bontempt

Kimberly Brown

Angela K Ituarte

Jared R Bobzien

Japera K Denson

Devonna B M W Fehr

Breanna  Black

Marley  Bullock

Yaminah  Holt

Abdulla  Abdulla

Jessica Lynn Stanley

Dwayne Lamonte Johnson

Jessica Ann Dunn

Mohamed Nabil  Salihou

Mary Beth Johnson

Julian  Blackwell-Davis

Kelsey R Tait

Victoria Marie Wellborn

Arcangelo R. De Venuto

Tierra Monique Honeywood

Florinda  Blocker

Kiren  Dingle

Brandon David Correa

Rachel Ann Cox

Mason Andreas Bryan

Ashley  Salvett

Benigno  Delgado

Terry Leonard Coker

Sharon  Dorsey

Kali Ruth Kessinger

Nakisha A Cherry

Shirley  Stenbak

Victor James Fee Greco
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Michael D Southward

Roberto Joel Biendicho

Blake  Watson

Zoe Katrina Dmuchowsky

John  Feiler

Cornelia Shayla Johnson

Ashley Jeannene Matchett

Siera Renee Walker

Militza  De Jesus

Daniel Jesus Medina

Malcolm Lamar Will iams

Annie Therese Lindstrom Nyman

Lacy Mikela Mathis

Martin  Smith

Angelica  Robles-Joiner

Tyler  Pantley

Natalie  McCormick

Abodunrin Adeodu Oduyemi

Nathaniel Luke Parrish

Carly Victoria Mealing

Marian  Van Deusen

Deedee Ann Gonzales

Daniella Diana Ilardo

Darian  Diehl

Laice N Johnson

Lauren  Amos

Anthony Alexander Jimenez

Kyle Will iam VanDevelde

Deandra  Ruelas

Daniel P. Marino

Krystal M Holmes

Michael Wayne Steward

Jose Juan Rivera Pomales

Roger  Montalvo

Janee  Deluca

Katherine A Whittington

Susanne Michele Lozano

Freddie E. Jordan



Steven Todd Ragans

Dangelo Rapheal Roberson

Brandon  Wheeler

Dennis Michael Dil lenschneider

Philip  Buque

Shelby  Winkler

Ashley Megan Vega

Shanna Jehmina Pierre

Lechard  Jones

Jose Victor Trevino

Jeffrey  Nieves

Jonai L Richardson

Kevin Lee Penaranda

Sheila  Ford

Amber  Allen

Rachel  Orozco

Vera D Everett

Lisa Marie Wilson

Albert Tyrone Thornton

Jessica Marie LoBianco

Trivis Levina Houston

Haley Cathryn Neuhausen

Nina Christine Boss

Shanae Shandia Moultrie

Jason J Espurvoa

Adriana  Gonzalez

Torrie Lenette Will iams

Torei Teonia Johnson

Antoinette Nicole Rucker

Melvina  Engleson

Giulia  Gourgue

Christopher A Carter

Debbie Winnie Joseph

Jessica A Will iams

Keshia Latoya Coffie

Ashley Nicole Lickliter

Roger Ali Will iams

Taresa Yartana Fields

Nadine  Joseph

Sidnee  Yaeger

Anabel  Ruiz

Christine Mary Rieck

Stephanie Nacole Edwards

Nicolas  Torres

Emman Nkengmatia Fianguoh

Anthony   Jones

Kareema N Patton

La-Toya Mechelle Jackson

Carlos  Sowell

Clarissa  Day-Commock

Robert  High

Christopher Ryan Gendreau

Christopher W Crosby

Jessica  Dorsey

Kathleen  Meehan

Samuel Peter Wambold

Melanie Suyin Cruz

Shirl R Upton

Joshua Trequil le Alber 

Will iams

Jennifer  Aponte-Nieves

Daniel A Simmons

Tiffany  Gonzalez

Diane  Franklin

John M Panoulias

Robyn Jessica Devaux

Joyce Renetta Jenkins

Alexander David Bond

Dhestiny Victoria Ramos

Roann Syreeta Howard

Sandra Louise Landcaster

Angela Adams Frazzetto

Gessica Bueno Gonzalez

Timothy Gerard Robinson

Laquita M Liles

Eric Jason Willard

Angela Renae Ricks

Samer Abu Sharif

Miriah McCaffrey

Kiku  Irvin

Kaycie Marie Kinsey

Aisling Marie Loftus 

Curtis  Mavor

Lakesha K Taylor

Patricia Deanna Heron

Lacy Pell Witschey

Renee  Morrissette

Candace Alecia Will iams

Daniel  Wilson

Cristiano Samuele Lingeri

Deneatra  Mil ler White

Gina M Volonino

Kayla F Barron

Synne Amanda Lauritzen

Ciro  Martinez III

Lacey Nicholle Henning

Marcos Balbo Rios

Karen S Martinez

Christopher Felton Carter

Lakeshia Anita Hil ls

Kathy Joanna Parrish

Breana  Wilson

Will iam D Henderson

Feleece  Will iams

Katie Lynn Sobin

Priscil la  Mader

Amy  Alonso

Dawn L Averett

Tyler Wayne Brabo

Felicia  Jones

Twanna A Wilcox

Tonya  Rogers

Angela  Beausejour

April  Lasha Jones

Lil l iana  Jensen

Alejandra Paola Rincon

Jon Robert Gordon

Brianna  Feliciano

Anthony Fitzgerald Bookhart

Sarah Eve Rivera

Joseph Patrick Lynch

Tamara D Mason

Emmanuel  Munoz

Michael Patrick Jones

Stephen Matthew Dickey

Keosha L. Bedward

Aris Nicole Green

Beth Ann  Theiss

Noah Addison Purvis

Osie A Rolle

Michael Gonsalves Godbout

Joseph Donald Webster

Nygeria  Brown

Shondalyn Yvette Alderete

Luciano  Gonzalez

Kathyann  Chase-Moore

Caylin D. Jones

Farida Mohamed Yahia Hassan
Wessel Fransiscus Bern Berenschot

Ashley Melissa Corral

Danielle Marie Marinan

Jenelle L Anderson

Mikal  Strobel

Will iam  Lindsey

Ashley Ann Roll in

Monica  Oxendine

Janessa M Neighbors

Isaac  White

Amy Erin McClure

Leroy  Lopez

Lidia Ruby Kennison

Yvette  Myles

Christina Ann Brown

Shannon Renee Harris

Douglas  Lapsley

Corey Alphonso Smith

Novia Patsy Whiters

Gisela Maria Polanco

Kenneth G Wybieracki

Elyse  Garcia

Megan Martha Worthy

Sean A Schmidt

Peter  Leet

Zoie  Adams

Deandra  Lamons

Mary Jo  Thompson

Colin Jennifer Overholt

Pedro  Bonny-Gimenez

Talisha Danet Sutton-Ell is

Sarah R Bermudez

Megan R Shannon

Dawn Marie Raitt

Erika L Griff ith

Tonya P Felder

Jerry Hubert Allen

Andrea S Kirkland

Willem  Van Den Akker

Laquita Monique Batiste

Thelma  Cabrera

Sean Kevin Hoyt

Olivia  Valdes-Fauly

Kim Lorraine Sawyer

Libra  Joseph

Kathleen Anne Yetman

Elizabeth Alene Leary

Stefan M Microutsicos

Sharnice Dominique Will iams

Jessica Magnolia Mills

Jeffrey  Brockman

Natalie  Harris

Keiana D Graham

Reynaldo  SosaYsabelle Kier-

sten Lawrence

Scott Harrison Stacy

Joi  James

Kenneth  Welch

Connie Marie Sivels

Kaytlin Grace Layton

Jesse  Will iams

Tasia Shanna Robinson

Suly  Diaz

Thomas Leroy Townsend

Jordan E Brlan

Channette J Fultz

Megan Raeanne Summers

Andre Scott Hannah

Corey Stephen Mumaw

Amanda  Kerr

Suhail l  Diaz

Stephen  Koehn

Keata’ Tachelle Howell

Roshawn Nicole Burth

Rosalind L Larry

Omar L Correa

Ashley  Pool

Gabriela  Jorge
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Hector  Rosario

Sydney N Drummings

Clinton Tyler Cooper

Veronica  Pareja

Leshaun Brandon Wilks

Taylor Nicole Will iams

John Mackenzie Usher

Eduard Michael De la Luz

Will iam F. Duncan

Destiny Zsanae Herbert

Hollister Lee Robinson

Sharon R Waldon

Geoffrey  Richter

Justin  Kientz

Claudia Maria Senn

Alexander  Barnhart

Ian M Areford

Indra  Reid

Maria G Valenzuela Aleman

Krista Faith David

Naomi M Clayton

Naphaphone Linda Galup

Derek  Stefaniak

Donald T Wilson

Elodia  Rappa

Kevoy  Bailey

Kendjana  Adolphe

Megan  Champion

Jasmin-Ariana  Reeves

Shannon  Jordan

Lindsey  Manzanares

Darany Leuthiphonh Penales

Alexis  Ortiz

Brandon P. Whalon

Anastasia  Wagner

Alexander R Hauryluck

Fallyn Nicole Reutimann

Alycia M Groeger

Clanzerria Annetria Brown

Morgan Patricia Silcox

Stormy M Powers

Jose  Olivares

Miguel  Reyescabrejo

Laura Lee Huguenel

Yoselyne Marcela Reyna

Isaiah  Hil l

Sharon Regina Harris

Kenisha Celene Sands

Michelle  Weaver

Johnny Martin Blain

Charisma Briana Wil-
l iams-Valentine

Sierra Nicole Garcia



Angela Sueanne Rivera

Kayla  Lopez

Meghan Elissa Tapia

Hannah Naomi Polley

Olivia K Callahan

Corey  Baird

Tonya Christine Naples

Felicia Renee Rayam

Heather Michelle Fullen

Juan  Delvalle

Lashanda Lennell Teachey

Stevie Ann Baptist

Jason Alan Brown

Sarah  Darson

Ryan  Pope

Cecil ia  Bayoh

Jennifer L Bundrick

Arron  Solano

Nazare A.Mendoca Pinto

Caitl in Arie Proudman

Alison E MacMullen

Marvin R Wilson

Luke David Hand

Gabriella  Kleinfeldt

William McNeer Burns
Antonio Javier Cruz

Jessica Nicole Will iams

Heather  Stiverson

Michelle  Martello

Loriann  Antoine

Edwin  Beltre

April G Russell

Tanya L McGhee

Ashleigh  Reid

LaToya DeNee Evans

Chunyu  Ren

Kyle  Garvey

Jamie Leigh Entwistle

Dawn M Hanks

Casey Leigh Bryan

Marissa Perez Hooker

Mary K. Munar

Shenee  Campbell

Kathelia A Butler

Selena  Giordano

Tavaris  Washington

Gilbert T Anguiano

Kevin  Hicks

Tiffany  McClanathan

Moses J Morales

Shaun Pierre Kelly

Shayna  Colyer

Riyadh Salem Ali

Alexandra Kristina Hvojnik

Tracey Nichole Sands

Jamie  Vacante

Stacey M Hankins

Nina  Vattovaz

Jordan M Bemis

Courtney Anne Freed

Hayley Marie Tuffy

Melissa   Moreno Leoni

Patricia A Cox

Ebony Nicole Bellamy

Roderick C Emanuel

Abrina  Sturdivant

Jenny  Sternecker

LeAnn Elizabeth Winslow

Michael  Redden

Miradith  Hayes

Lisa  Blankenship

Yajaira Lissette Coreas

Jaqueline Raquel Moncada

Jenny  Bady

Tisha S Arther

Jennifer Anne Rosser

Shawn Will iam Bell

Julissa  Catalan

Deaunna  Charity

Jacqueline Elizabeth Jones

Ella Yvonne Leach

Dawn M Farrier

Dustin  Adkinson

Jessica Lauren King

John Tonias Wilson

Paul H Coleman

Dayana  Alvarez

Eric Jason Cayer

Alissa Brianna Wittman-DeGrange

Siobhan Mairead Murphy

Xavier Jammal Jeffers

Will iam Raymound Light

Stephanie  Holzhauer

Sadi Kristian Rana Avants

Elissa Nicole Noblitt

Sarah M Walterman

Tiffany Nicole Ertle

Christina Annette Clafl in

Allen  James

Steven B Rossi

Angelo Raymundo Rijo

Jessica Louise Dorey

Althea  Jackasal

David Alejandro Bello Brewer

Richard Santo Ragno

Madelin  Lang

Casey Wayne Daffern

Megan  Oreta

Angelica Maria Jerez

Niya  Jones

Cristina  De Jesus

Nadine  Gordy

Vernon Lee Fowler

Angela  Arambula

David Shea Craig

Prudence  Simon

Tabatha  Velloso

Megan Elizabeth Marvel

Mark Douglas Crowe

Crystal Faye Arline

Gina  Youmans

Terrance Allen Baker

David Scott Hoover

Alex  Morales

Ashley Lynd Carroll

Monique Levelle Chatman

Walter Andrew Blichasz

Kent Wesley Ross

Virginia Mary Acevedo

Brittany Marie Conley

Dameion Ralford Meikle

Patrick Lewis Wilson

Delanda  McCrary Howard

Alexandra Katherine Sluss

Janisa  Chesley

Laura J Palmeri

John Andrew Guckian

Benjamin James Gentry

Giana  Fernander

Wilton  Simpson

August Richard Zoch

Taylor Ansley Anderson

David A Laws

Mekhi Sincere Tyre

Hannah Mosley Hicks

Roy Martins Castro

Allen  Ostermann

Oxana  Safadi

Emily Anne Pittenger

Baylee  Waterman

Bastiaan Steven Jonathan Vermeu-

len

Zachary J Smith

Jelena  Dzinic

Brandee Nicole Bolton

Dorothy  Robinson

Julissa E Baez

Fabiola Marie Theophile

Diamond  Robinson

Tara  Fox

Gail Dionne Jones

Sarah Thayer Papesh

Sarah Lynne Portis

Lindsay Heather Meszaros

Caitl in Marie Bly

Natasha H Murphy

Hendrick  Uti le

Mallory Luise Delay

Irman  Husadzinovic

Alejandra  Otero

Autumn Marie Hayston

Carlos  Rizzo

Brimmona  Johnson

Ashley  Buggs

James Arthur Harmon

Michael Douglas Osborn

Suzanne  Wright

Erin Chancy Deadwyler

Barendina A Cokley

Robert Fernandez Daniels II

Helena May Thrasher

Gylla  Margaret  Macgregor

John Nicholas LaMela

Daniel  Torres

Will iam E Riley

Mickisha J’tawn Jones

Alberto  Castagnara

Adrienne T Francis

Marion  Bell

Annah G Newton

Jacie Kate Dieffenwierth

Meredith Leigh Cunningham

Dustin O. Sieff

Sergio  Fernandez

Alessandra Malese Ell is-Lodmell

Amalia  Arado

Gloria C Fonseca

Annemarie  Prozzil lo

Brian  Hernandez
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Wayneishia Cantrice Jacks

Alexis  Cadiz

Celine-Deon Abigail Palmer

Leslie Renee Crain

Madison  Lynn

Zane Michael Long

Mariana L Lazarin

Dale K Arnold

Randall Lee Bailey

Kelci Lee Lewis

Tessey Michelle Campos

Pietro  Vagnone

SanJuanita  Fuentes

Tyonna  Harvey

Chloe Ann Kreienheder

Meredith Lee Carro

Elbert  Pagan

Shamon M Harper

Mary Estefany Paulino

Jennifer Marie Liechty

Madison M Whatley

Stephen Micheals Ghanoo

John Brian Ell is

Christine  Gabay

Calisia  Reid Mattis

Andrea  Ivanovic

Mark  Bogan

Tiffani  Lloyd

Gregory Allen Algren

Danielle Marie Colon

Kenneth Alan Garcia

Kayla Elizabeth Will iams

Cosset  Cerra

Katelyn Jean Simmons

Anuja  Khadka

Rita Lee Sapp

Patrick C. Davis

Sarah Louise Will iams

Sherryl  Johnson-Tandy



Victoria Karrington Omoregie

Rebecca V Sorensen

Andrea R Diggs

Jennifer Mary Gray

Margaret M Fitzgerald

Ethan Michael Bachmann

Alexa Craig Steger

Betty J Nesbitt

Dawn Michelle Skinner

Joseph  Dewayne Dyer

Eileen Marie Mayette

Margeaux  Toussaint

Krystal L Eleby

Anna Lagloria Rackley

Marcin  Dziurawiec

George Joseph Jay

Philip Almond Bryan

Codye Michelle Swaim

Marsha Lynn Loftus-Burdick

Marlo B Phil l ips

Yesenia  Will iams

Ronald T Waterman

Elizabeth  Garcia

Nisa W Harrelson

Chelsea  Dewitt

Jacqueline Samina Viamaris Wrage

Audrey Rose Trevino

Derek  Reynolds

Naomi  Florez

Annabella  Arcari

Jarrell A Brown

Pablo Emilio Torres

Christopher  Dorough

William B Rogers

Mackenzie Elizabeth Mulligan

Hermon  Constant

Danielle Marie Knight

Jennifer  Maxfield

Melanie Nicole Hahn

Epic  Storm-West

Michael  Dougherty

Heather Lynn Devore

Angela  Smith

Debbie Ann Leavitt

Povented  Taylor

Alexandra Katherine Battoe

Candi L Rhodes

Lauren Ashley Hudnall

Rochelle Denise Hambrick

Donna L Lopez

Charles Richard Nettles

Adriana Maria Tirado

Krystal Lynn Feomaia

Christina R Gavel

Giuliana  Headrington

Joseph  Arthur

Candis Woodbury Webb

Kathryn Dianne White

Melvin Roberto Orellana 

Enamorado

Carly Marie Taylor

Brianna  Massey

Sandy Estefania Crespo Vazquez

Miguel J Fleming

Robert Darryl Herren

Mark Thomas Buckner

Jake Thomas Clark

Daniel  Velez

Ryan  Sigmon

Ryah Taylor Taggerty

Patrick Bernard Berry

Yashika Crystal Walker

Antonio Bernard Catlin

Julia  Ortiz

Ayneka  Banks

Janet Lee Braden

George C Hannon

Beverly Renata Jones

Heather Lynn Rice

Rochel Arlene Hil l

Steven T Pelzel

Matalin A Shaver

Lastephanie Audrine Foster

David Alan Herring

Ann Marie Frierson

Mirelys Caridad Gomez Rivero

Howard  Smith

Madalyn Kay Young

Maria  Holtz

Spundan Vrushank Dave

Shelby B Valente

Anna Lee Murphy

Kellia   Porter

Courtney Sueann Allen

Jodi Lynn Wilson

David Ray Rodriguez

Elizabeth Marie Hernan-

dez

Kayla Marie Munroe

Concita L Bell

Timothy Earl Strozier

Margaret S Fortner

Jennifer Gail Lewallen

Kelly  Salgado

Casey  Wortley

Gladys  Amescua

Kyle  Lawrence

Jenna Nicole Zemke

Talona Kaye Cordova

Allison Chase Daul

Sharyl Elizabeth Gruchow

Karina Marie Digregorio

Terrell Claude Lasker

Janelle Wendy Ann Campbell

Megan  Lawson

Joel Horacio Baez

Robert Joseph Sudler

Christina Marie Lello

Precious Shar ’day T Wright

Tristan Phil l ip Stephens

Renee Gabrielle Bellamy

Alexa Jean Wasielak

Kari Elizabeth Grippo

Jessica  Nudo

Rebecca B Herman

Claudette B Laws

Jamie  O’Reil ly

Lisa Paulette Fiebig

Joseph Michael Greco

Elvira  Daniel

Anastasia V Cheberko

Dane  Stevenson

Amy I Faulkner

Kimberly S Snyder

Steven Charles Corrao

Danielle  McDowell

Jennifer Robin Wilkins

Tabetha  Harrison

Isabel  Nix

Diane  Lindsay

Will iam Jude Smith

Vanessa Lynn Seignious

Tamara K Hogue

Ayancy Violeth Caicedo Charris

Rashida Nyasha Davis

Kenneth  Shields

Adanays  Martinez

Ruqayyah Cheryl Eugenie Nicholas

Brandon Joseph Yates

Mackenzie Chevelle Smith

Alexandra Marion Plemmons

Nicholas  Wagner

Angel Deonna Edmondson

Yann  Corbel

Annagrazia  Bonsanti Feniello

Gary Wayne Lewis

Taylor John Schell

Natalie Nicola Royster

Yara  Fernandez

Amra  Ahmic

Mark  Marien

Elizabeth  Wherry

Carrie Ann Hess

Mondelle Michelle Wint

Toya Shantel Johnson

Cheryl Lynn Sherlock

Garrett Warrington Lischke

Ann Marie  Voltarel

Melanie  Clemente

Michael Alexander Rosa

Angel J Peralta Botelho

Susie  Tyson

Julia Adrienne Mayeux

Brandy  Hamilton

Juanesta T Phil l ips

Elizabeth Marie Smith

Keisha Nicole Ray

Shea Rene Dickey

Alexis E Nunez

Leslie C Elgin

Michael Terry Flanary

Jaslyn  Campbell

Osvaldo G. Vargas

Sonya Louise Bosanko

Kali  McCullough

Jack Patrick Jasper

Cassie Elizabeth Whalen

Bianca Tatyana Sumter

Jennifer  Jones

Jenny  Casti l lo

Martina  Benny

Heather Nichole Bahrman

Sherri Lynn Gravins

Ericka Lynette Locklear

Steven  Mallon

Almeka  Parks

Theresa Marie Kimball

Shaun P Hodges

Eulalio  Cruz

David Joseph Engasser

James Peter Lucas

Peter John Pronko

David Lewis Deis

Ungieikem Elizabeth Ugbong

Aleah Brook Gravitt

Shawntez  Edmondson

Samantha Marie Dunn

Amanda  Mullen

Cheri  Gallman

Tiana Michelle Turner

Hayley Faith Higgins

Kindall Verree Crummey

Christy L Sankey

Haley Alexandra Knowles

Shawna Marie O’Neil

Kimberly A Glenn
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Sara Lynn Krieger

Suzanne J Salas

Jacob Kenneth Wolstenholme

Tatiana Alexis Schmitt

Maxwell T Kizewski

Karina Joselin De la Rosa

Sandra Louise Sanchez

Shali Jacklyn Romano

Brittany Shaye Thomas

Emily Rose Miller

Denise Y Wilson

Erin L McGill in

Matthew  Berube

Emilia  VanDuyne

David N Martinez

Kell ie Yvana Lundor

Jennifer Lynn Leathead

Thomas E Martin

Caroline  Steward

Megan Danielle Raulerson

Anthony Thomas Cardil lo

Cierra  White

Chris  Gunter

Quintiara  Ford

Amanda  Raines

Shanikaa D Raynor

Bridgett Mary Passauer

Montaser  Shalabi

Krystal Nicole Castro

Giovanni  Thomas

Tamir Rafael Makev

Alfonso  Mendoza

Steven  Fleres

Kyle  Donovan

Angela Marie Rodriguez

Danielle  Gray

Amy  Hoffmeister

Susan  Sayre-Ell is

Melissa Ann Dale

Jamie  Gray

Robert Will iam Edwards

Jennifer Jil l  Phil l ips

Natalie M Smith

Trisha Kay Marie Hoffman

John  Mulhall

Laura Beth Will iams

Megan Kimberly Martin

Nicole L Russell

Kris Stanley Melendez

Tiffany R. Hines

Veittoria Maryann Statuto

Bradley G Drake

Mia C Perez



Carol Jaset Perrone

Emily  Dean

Crystal  Woods

Christina Kathryn Tecson

James A Wells

Jennifer Lynn Pero

Stephen Joseph Liik

Monica  Lucio

Tisha  Daniels

Stephen Michael Bonneau

Burgandi Starr Bailey

Corey Andrew Carter

Matthew Blane Nasveschuk

Conner Joseph Stowell

Jeanine Marie Ramirez

Evelyn J Pazmino Mendoza

Viviana  Javier

Erin  Whitten

Donald Ray Eubanks

Sarah Nicole Landreth

Shawna Ann May

Janna Martins Correa

Sidney Caitl in Kirkland

Juan  Patino Espinosa

Caitl in Marie Walsh

Jennifer Lynn Mathis

Jessica Kimberlee Will iams

Leslie Henderson White

Briana  Yamamoto

Sandy Singleton Weiss

Nomathemba  Aquil

Joseph V. Zanna

Jeffery Kendall Gaines

Brittanie  Long

Terri  Washington

Carly Rose Baldwin

Jesyriam  Rodriguez

Robert Conway Kennedy

Melissa Lee Smith

Luisa Elena Ojeda Vera

Edward W. Helfrey

Samantha Drongoski Landers

Linda  Schimenti

Thomas  Oliveri

Jessica  Rimelis

Traci L Dougherty

Angela  Nguyen

Tesh Danielle Yu

Sarah Ruth Burfening

Samantha Michelle Schwab

Trena  Miller

Brandie Michael Koshar

Maria Nicolina Hand

Kristin Swofford Abel

Kristen Nicole Flippin

Rebeca  D’Jimas

Dayna Mone’t Holiness-Beasley

Samantha Jo Boyko

Jessica P D’Alessandro

Amanda R Harrison

Aimee B Deen

Maria Josette Whitmer

Laine  Istvan

Robert Forrest Thorpe

Monica  Neri 

Tommie D Walker

Annette Noreen Carter

Corniche  Lamon King

Nia Alexicia Partee

Araseli Hernandez Gawroriski

Ola Sarain Powell

Ellen Viola Carthens

Lawrence   Pivec

Brandon  Watts

Jaime Kathleen Allen

Lavonda Michelle Johnson

Jordyn Alexis Young

Laqueenta Ann Griff in

Jessie Annette Barbosa

Keynu   Scott

La’Codrea Je’Metrea Leland

Robin   Garcia

Danh Patrick Cooney

Gregory Charles Miller

Carli  Parsonson

Danielle  Flores

Timothy Shawn Harkins

Lauren M Boos

Brianna Nicole Weaver

Philip Augustus McKeon

Mallory Nicole Holbrook

Christian Paul Evans

Brandon  Zubczynski

Ehizogie  Ighile

Christine Marie Potthast

Mary K Peacock

Darelis  Ortiz Vega

Ashley Maria Mandracken

Christopher Mark Roberts

Sarah Elizabeth McMill in

Kyshonna Tanique Bethel

Laura Elizabeth Laven

Tatyana Narjes Pashakhan

Geneva Anne Harsey

Daniel F Sweat

Courtney Nichole Walker

Emily Anne Clark

Stephanie Lynn Servant

Sarah Noel Ragsdale

Emmanuel  Diaz

Tiffany Amanda Rector

Phillip Joseph Waitkevich
Yenite  Gartner

Melissa Ann Coates

Scott  Raymer

Paula Alicia Loehr

Heather Jan Hirschey

Chloe Marissa Sull ivan

Kristen  Theobald

Cheryl Wofford Cole

Gregory Adam Cote

Thomas Will iam Glaser

Samantha Marie Shiver

Cynthia  Maiorini

Erika B Girard

Kaisha A Girard

Eduardo  Martinez

Sierra Brooke Kearse

Lynzi  Mil ler

Emily  Pulaski

Rebecca Louisa Niblett

Risa E Stewart

Katen K Amin

Anne Catherine Legatti-Maddox

Demetrius  Johnson

Marilyn Burnett Ponder

Ramon  Alvarado

Anthony Wade Thompson

Terryann  Hamilton Nelson

Suzanne  Bowen

John Glenn Adams

Randy Churchil l Forbes

Edwin  Carri l lo

Christopher  Thier

Jennifer Marie Mills

Mary Elizabeth Branch

Cheriese Lakita Edwards

Robin Marie Davisson

Jacqueline  Grimes

Hugo Ricardo Bustamante

Ramona  Trimble

Boris Tyrone Goodwin

Stephen  DUNCAN

Charmaine Denise Level

Nichole Nasha Hamilton

Jonathan Mark Mendez

Joscelyn  Perez

Anamae  Balla

Camille  Halkias

Sarah  Silas

John Michael Furr, Jr.

Kevin Michael Weintraub

Lynette LeSane Dallmann

Jazmine  Arnold

Gabrielle Nicole Arrazcaeta

Shadai S. Zaine

Amanda Rhea Colby

Anett E. Meszaros

Nicholas Steven Carideo

Edna  Ubervil

Mickayla  Shaylon Jones

Dontarrious Eric Rowls

Clarissa Jean Ament

India Keanna Spence

Gilbert Thomas Derenthal

Zaid  Abu-Sharif

Jade  Ramos

Magela  Publes

Jenny Alejandra Gonzalez

Dorian  Guy

Kendrell Jamal Watkins

Kevin  Massey

Jennifer Cuddahee Colbert

Alicia  Ward

Markita Necole Holmes

Sarah Victoria Szenay

Abram Andre Muhammad

Nicole DelNegro Cole

Patrick Masaaki Smoot

Kristine  Fletcher

Cory Dale Tomblin

Kedrick  Deon Frazier

Cedrick Arnes Jones
Heather Scarborough Cassara

Emiko  Sota

Timothy Patrick Fletcher

Thomas Curtis Dice

Brelin Teal Hoffman

Ivan  Navarro

Heavenly Patrice Aguilar

Renee  Garcia

Megan Lea Clark
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Frederick  Bernard Ivey

Aubry Shea Rupp

Anthony Maurice Carmichael

Adam Michael Urbaniak

Kalisha Nicole Eagle

Lauren Elizabeth Johnson

Jashanda  Daniels

Veronica Latrice Session-Fennell

Kibwana  Wright

Rachel Nicole Osborne

Tracey Jean Hurley

Christina Louise Senn

Raymond Anthony Wilson

Estelle Miriam Roseborough

Samantha Jo Murphy

Francia  Pierre

Tasmin Avay Munro

Sherri Desiree Smith

Luv P Dean

*Names of 
The Lions’ 
Pride Staff 
have been 

bolded. Con-
gratulations 
to all mem-
bers of The 
Lions’ Pride 

that have 
graduated in 
the Class of 

2020.
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Finding a job or internship 
can be a di ff icul t ,  stressful , 
and draining process that 
somet imes proves to be ut ter ly 
f ru i t less.  But i t  doesn’ t  a lways 
have to be this way.

That is exact ly why the 
Career Services department 
at Saint  Leo Universi ty has 
partnered with Handshake, so 
that they can provide the best 
tools and resources possible 
to students who are looking for 
the opportuni ty to t ru ly shine in 
the workplace.

Handshake is a job-scout ing 
and personal-branding program 
that is avai lable to al l  Saint  Leo 
students. 

As long as an alumnus 
has access to his or her Okta 
account and login informat ion, 
Handshake remains open and 
accessible for  a l l  past  and 
present Lions.

Students on Handshake 
can create their  prof i les and 
customize their  accounts to 
make themselves vis ib le to and 
interact  wi th employers,  a lumni, 
and fel low students. 

 Via the plat form, students 
can l is t  work exper ience, 
completed col lege courses, 
organizat ion memberships, 
and other academic or 
extracurr icular achievements. 

Students can also upload 
documents such as resumes, 
cover let ters,  completed 
projects,  and a professional 
photo.

Handshake, in other words, 
g ives students the opportuni ty 
to construct  academic and 
professional  sel f -portrai ts 
to show employers their 

accompl ishments and their 
potent ia l .

Essent ia l ly,  Handshake is 
s imi lar  to the popular social 
media plat form, LinkedIn. 

What makes Handshake 
special  is  that  employers who 
have posted avai lable jobs, 
posi t ions,  and internships 
on Handshake are looking 
speci f ical ly for  Saint  Leo 
Universi ty students.

 Employers l is ted on 
Handshake have requested 
students wi th the speci f ic 
ski l ls ,  majors,  and exper iences 
that Saint  Leo students already 
have or are current ly learning 
and developing.

However,  Handshake and 
Career Services offer  far  more 
than simply a plat form for Saint 
Leo students to connect wi th 
the professional  workforce. 

Via the v i r tual  Career 
Center,  students can access 
hundreds of  resources, 
including l ive events and 
recorded lectures on a var iety 
of  topics,  ranging from 
developing soft  ski l ls  for  a 
resume to choosing a future 
career pathway.

Furthermore, students can 
make an appointment wi th a 
Career Services staff  member 
to learn about job search 
strategies,  review a resume 
or cover let ter,  prepare for  an 
interview, and discuss salary 
negot iat ion.

 Students also have access 
to 24/7 assistance via tutor.
com, another f ree onl ine 
resource accessible f rom the 
Career Center.

This art ic le may read 
l ike a paid advert isement for 
Handshake, but i t  is  undeniable 
that  Handshake is an 
invaluable asset that  Saint  Leo 

By Alora Peters
Contributing Writer

Interstride- International Jobs for Graduates

Mar. 2020 saw the launch of 
another special ized platform at 
Saint Leo University. 

Interstr ide is a web and 
mobile based system that 
al lows students to explore 
options regarding employment. 

Unlike other job based 
platforms l ike Indeed, Lensa 

and LinkedIn that only provide 
jobs and aggregate them based 
on postings. 

Interstr ide ut i l izes al l 
available resources to provide 
instruct ion on bolstering 
candidates professional prof i les 
and bui lding professional 
networks. 

Addit ional ly the platforms 
assists users that want 
international jobs, while 
catering specif ical ly to 

By John Hall 
Editor-in-Chief  

Using Hanshake is simple and easy. The interface is simple to learn and takes about 
five minutes to get your profile up. (See both pictures to see the interface.)

international students; aiding 
them in navigating the tedious 
visa process, while informing 
them which companies provide 
sponsorship opportunit ies for 
them to remain in the United 
States post graduation. 

As the COVID-19 pandemic 
has left  many countr ies 
including the United States in 
a precarious posit ion, tools 
l ike Interstr ide are increasingly 
important. 

International students l ike 
Shantae Whyte, a graduate from 
the class of 2020 and Biology 
major are using interstr ide to 
f ind employment as she was 
approved for Optional Practical 
Training (OPT). The program 
allows international students 
l ike Whyte to work in the 
United States for a year after 
graduation, and in the case of 
STEM students, renewable for 
two years after.

Handshake: Connecting You to Your Future 
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The end of the school year 
has always marked a time 
of change and uncertainty. 
And that was before words 
like “coronavirus” and “social 
distancing” became a part of our 
everyday vocabulary.

The virulent COVID-19 
pandemic has permeated 
throughout every aspect of our 
lives, impacting the way we 
travel, learn, shop, dress, eat, 
and interact with others. Like 
any other facet of society, the 
workforce has also suffered and 
experienced profound change 
under the reign of the virus.

By the beginning of May, 
according to Forbes, more 
than 30 million workers in the 
United States had filed for 
unemployment due to job loss or 
placement on furlough amidst the 
nationwide stay-at-home orders 
and pandemic panic. 

Furthermore, many of these 
now unemployed workers had 
formerly held positions in fields 
where unemployment was 
previously unheard of.

At first glance, these startling 
statistics are understandably 
disheartening to newly graduated 
college students, who are on 
the hunt for their first out-of-
college positions or are looking 
to get started with the careers of 
their dreams. It now seems like 
an impossible task, given how 
radically the nation has changed 
over the past few months.

However, this novel economic 
slump is not necessarily a cause 
for despair. It may just be time to 
rethink your strategy.

“Don’t look at that number, 
throw up your hands, and give 
up,” advises Susan Mickey, the 
Executive Director of Saint Leo 
University’s Career Services 
department. 

Though the graduating class 
of 2020 is facing a practically 
unprecedented future, Mickey 
and the rest of the employees 
working with Career Services 
want to emphasize to Saint 
Leo students that the present 
situation is not hopeless—it’s just 
remarkably different.

To start, students looking 
to find a job in the midst of the 

Break down your thought process: ‘What do I do for the next two to three years? I want to get into that company’s door… 
This isn’t necessarily my target role, but I’ll be able to move into the role that I really want later

COVID-19 pandemic will need to 
be extremely patient.

“In a slow and uncertain 
job market, it’s going to take 
you some time to find the right 
opportunity,” says Mickey. “The 
process is just going to take 
longer.”

With that in mind, planning 
ahead becomes crucial for 
graduates. Mickey suggests that 
job-seeking students should 
pause to tackle their immediate 
goals first, rather than focusing 
exclusively on their long-term 
goals.

“Break down your thought 
process: ‘What do I do for the 
next two to three years? I want 
to get into that company’s door… 
This isn’t necessarily my target 
role, but I’ll be able to move into 
the role that I really want later,’” 
says Mickey. In other words, it is 
important for graduates to work 
on developing and pursuing a 
temporary “Plan B” until “Plan A” 
becomes viable.

In the meantime, there is 
plenty of work for students to do 
in order to secure a future career 
or job.

“It’s a job to get a job,” says 
Mickey. “You have to be very 
active in the process.” She 
recommends students construct 
a personalized task list and set 
aside a few hours every day 
or every other day to dedicate 
towards searching for jobs and 
applying for positions. It is also 
vital for graduates to spend 
ample time constructing their 
networks.

“Everyone has to network. 
Period,” says Mickey. “And right 

By Alora Peters
Contributing Writer
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now, it’s virtual networking.” 
This means that students should 
take full advantage of sites 
such LinkedIn and Handshake, 
where they will be most visible 
to potential employers and 
recruiters.

According to a study 
conducted by the National 
Association of Colleges and 
Employers, nearly 80% of 
employers use one or more 
forms of social media as aids 
in the employee recruitment 
process, with a little over 45% 
using various online sources to 
identify potential candidates. 
LinkedIn was singled out as the 
most popular among employers, 
having been used by over 90% of 
employers.

Handshake, a platform similar 
to LinkedIn, is already available 
and easily accessible for current 
Saint Leo students and alumni via 
their Okta login portal. 

The jobs and internships 

listed on Handshake are listed by 
employers who are specifically 
looking for Saint Leo students, 
making this an invaluable job-
searching resource for graduates.

However, more than anything, 
students need to remember 
that they are not alone. College 
graduates across the nation and 
throughout the world are facing 
the same challenging future. 

And the employees, faculty, 
and staff here at Saint Leo 
University are still ready to 
help their students rise to the 
challenge.

“We’re here for you when you 
need us, no matter where you are 
in the process,” says Mickey.

Yes, the end of the school 
year marks a time of change and 
uncertainty. But it also marks 
an era of new beginnings and 
growth.

We can’t wait to see what 
the future has in store for you. 
Congratulations, Lions!

According to a study conducted by the National Association of  Colleges and 
Employers, nearly 80% of  employers use one or more forms of  social media as 
aids in the employee recruitment process,

Graduation, Coronavirus, and the Job Hunt: Where to Go From Here



By Anna Murphy

I  have always fel t  that  i t 
took a great deal  of  d iscipl ine 
to complete a degree onl ine. 
Everyone here has overcome 
and conquered the obstacles 
l i fe gives to be standing here 
today. 

For some of you, that 
chal lenge was earning a degree 
whi le serving our country,  and 
I  thank you for your service. 
For others,  i t  may have been 
squeezing in c lass t ime whi le 
chasing your l i t t le ones around 
the house.

 No matter your s i tuat ion, 
you made i t ,  you’re here.  My 
struggles,  l ike yours,  were 
di ff icul t  and at  t imes almost 
unbearable. 

I  have PTSD from years 
of  abuse, and I  a lso have 
Asbergers.  I  was born wi th 
a cr ippl ing condi t ion cal led 
Ehlers Danlos Syndrome. 

I  l ive in pain every moment 
of my l i fe,  be i t  f rom my jo ints 
shi f t ing about,  waking up on 
the f loor af ter  a black out,  or 
the agony of  the ruptur ing that 
takes place in my organs. Whi le 
facing my own batt les,  I  am 
also helping my son face his.

 My son is aut ist ic,  and 
he also has Ehlers Danlos 
Syndrome. Since he is current ly 
homebound, I  care for  h im 
24/7,  and i t  is  t ru ly a fu l l - t ime 
job. 

Somehow through i t  a l l  I 
managed out wi th a high GPA 

and the honor of  being the 
Onl ine Rel ig ion Major of  the 
Year.

Yet,  despi te what my fami ly 
goes through, I  was determined 
to f ind purpose in my l i fe, 
to make use of  my personal 
struggles.  Though my l i fe may 
not be long, I  knew i t  could st i l l 
be meaningful . 

For mysel f  that  purpose 
came in a desire to br ing 
people together.  As a Rel ig ion 
major at  Saint  Leo Universi ty, 
I  have had the pr iv i lege of 
working with many of  you, 
and with some of the most 
dedicated, and hard-working 
professors I  could have ever 
asked for.

 My freshman year I  thought 
I  knew everything, and I  was 
sure that I  knew what my future 
would hold.

 As t ime when on however, 
my exper iences with you and 
the Saint  Leo staff  began to 
change me. I  became a student 
who l is tened, one who could 
put aside her own thoughts and 
bel iefs to hear what someone 
else had to say. 

I  could accept that 
throughout my l i fe I  wi l l  be 
wrong and make mistakes, but 
that  I  can use construct ive 
cr i t ic ism to learn and grow 
from these exper iences. Most 
important ly,  I  could admit  that  I 
knew so l i t t le.

By the t ime I  was near ing 
the end of  my degree, I  could 
fu l ly  appreciate the Saint  Leo 
Core Values. 

Standing here today, I  am a 
better person, as are al l  of  you. 

Everyone here has grown 
and learned, helping each other 
and foster ing f r iendships even 
from afar. 

We didn’ t  let  our struggles 
def ine us,  we chose our 
outcome through hard work and 
perseverance. We decided that 
we didn’ t  want to blend in wi th 
the crowds, we wanted to stand 
out and make a di fference in 
the wor ld.

 Everyone here has a 
purpose, and no matter your 
race, sex,  or  re l ig ious bel iefs, 
we are al l  here to help make 
the wor ld a better place. 

We are strong, we are 
f ierce,  we are l ions.  We 
are Saint  Leo’s 2020 onl ine 
graduat ing c lass!
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Anna Murphy is originally from Warner 
Robins, GA. She is a wife and mother of 
a special need’s child, whom she spends 
most of her time with as his caretaker. 

She is graduating with a BA in 
Religion, having earned department 
honors, and will be enrolled in Saint 
Leo University’s Master’s Program in 
Theology this fall. 

She has a special interest in 
apocalyptic literature and intends to 
pursue the field of academics with an 
interest in eschatology after obtaining her 
PhD. 

She also writes poetry and is currently 
working on having it published. Her 
poetry often revolves around the subjects 
of mortality and human suffering, often 
a reflection of her lifelong battle with a 
debilitating disease. 

While she is a practicing Catholic, her 
goal is to use the realm of theology to 
bring people of different cultures and 
beliefs together. 

Anna has come to appreciate the 
world’s diversity and the strengths and 
wisdom found among different people, 
taking a special interest in Japanese 
culture and philosophy. 

She believes that people should focus 
more on what they share rather than 
pointing out what makes communities 
different. 

Her goals for the future include 
educating people about each other’s 
cultural and religious beliefs in the hopes 
that humans will come to better respect 
and appreciate one another. To work 
among theologians at the Vatican to 
promote these ideas is her dream.
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By Tiffany Ertle
Commencement Speaker

I am so honored to have been 
chosen to speak today. I must admit 
something to you; I honestly never 
thought I would go to college. When 
I graduated from high school, the last 
thing I wanted to do was go through 
more schooling. I honestly had no 
clue what I wanted to do in life. But 
I did know that before I made the 
investment and the commitment of 
going to college, I wanted to be 100% 
sure I was on the right path. My mom, 
who is a teacher and is the daughter 
of a teacher, said to me, “Tiffany, you 
should be a teacher! You’re so good 
with kids!” I laughed and said, “Yeah, 
right, mom, I can’t stand kids!” 

   But I did know that I wanted 
to get married and be a mother. In 
my early 20’s I met and married my 
husband, Corey. After nine years of 
marriage and countless hurdles, we 
welcomed our beautiful twin boys, 
Dominic & Damien. Their arrival 
made me feel complete. As it does, 
time flew by, and in 2014 we had the 
opportunity through my husband’s job 
to relocate from Ohio to Florida. I was 
all too happy to sell my snowblower 
and buy some beach chairs instead!

     Once we got to Florida, I 
felt we were on our way to a truly 
happy life. In 2015 our boys started 
Kindergarten, and being the helicopter 
mother that I am, I walked them in 
to school every morning. One day 
as I was watching them walk down 
the hallway to class, the secretary 
said I should consider becoming 
a substitute. I told her that I didn’t 
have a college degree. She told me 

that our district was in such need for 
substitutes, that all I needed was a 
high school diploma. So, I became a 
substitute at Citrus County Schools. 
Eventually, I figured out that my 
mother was right all along. I wanted 
to be a teacher! And I actually LOVE 
kids! Sorry, mom, I guess I should 
have listened to you all of those years 
ago! 

   In January 2016, everything 
changed. After several years with his 
employer, my husband was let go. 
With my work as a substitute and 
some assistance from unemployment, 
we made it through the months it 
took him to find a new and better 
job. I decided that I needed to attend 
college and get a degree so that my 
family and I would be more secure in 
our future. That summer, I decided 
to enroll at Saint Leo to pursue my 
Bachelor’s in Elementary Education. 
As a busy wife and mother to twin 
boys who worked full-time substituting 
at their school, I needed the flexibility 
that Saint Leo’s online classes me. 

    So that Fall, I worked on my 
classes while balancing working 
full-time as a substitute teacher, 
caring for my children, husband, 
and pets as well as working part-
time as a freelance photographer. 
My hard work paid off in 2018, and I 
earned my Associate of Arts degree. 
I even walked in the Gainesville 
commencement ceremony to 
celebrate my achievement! 

     While pursuing my AA, I took 
two amazing history classes, and it 
was those two classes that made 
me realize I wanted to be a history 
teacher! I changed my major, and 
with that, my residence. I became 
an Adult Education student at the 
main campus! I was so excited to be 
able to attend classes at the campus 
as I never thought I would be a real 
college student! I’ll be honest, there 
were a few times that I was mistaken 
for a member of Faculty, but that 
was ok. I just told them I was an 
“alternative aged student.” I made 
several friends at the campus and 
even felt welcomed by the “kids” in my 
classes. I tried to help them as much 
as I could and be a support to them 
when they needed me. 

     I took the dreaded General 
Knowledge test the following January 
and passed every subtest the first time 
around, except for the Math. Math is 
my kryptonite. I have taken the test 
two additional times and still have not 
passed it. But I wouldn’t let that stop 
me from reaching my goal! I changed 
my degree to Educational Studies: 
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Dr. John McTague – University Professor
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Education and Adolescence- Social 
Sciences determined to finish what I 
started! I switched back to the online 
platform and took my last four classes 
online, returning to where I started. 
Through all of the ups and downs, the 
stress and the heartache, I never gave 
up.

And that is the message I want to 
impart to you today. No matter what 
life hands you, never give up. No 
matter how hard it might seem, you 
can do anything you set your mind to 
accomplish. Every morning you have 
two choices: Continue to sleep with 
your dreams or wake up and chase 
them. Because as Eleanor Roosevelt 
eloquently said, “The future belongs 

to those who believe in the beauty 
of their dreams.” Thank you to my 
husband Corey, my sons Dominic 
& Damien, and our families for 
supporting me in the many ways you 
have through this process. I love you 
all more than I can ever say. 

Thank you to my Professors, 
University Supervisors, Cooperating 
Teachers, and classmates for all 
of your guidance and support. And 
finally, congratulations to my fellow 
Graduates…I wish you all the best of 
luck as you follow your dreams and 
remember, all our dreams can come 
true, if we have the courage to pursue 
them.
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By Maxwell Kizewski

Good Morning, I  am 
honored to be presented with 
the opportuni ty of  being the 
Student Speaker for  the 2020 
Commencement Ceremony…
But in al l  honesty,  I  am even 
more honored to be bestowed 
the opportuni ty to be in the 
presence of  everyone here 
today.  

With al l  of  the chal lenges 
that we have been presented 
with th is past semester, 
including the barr iers imposed 
upon us wi th the COVID-19 
pandemic,  i t  is  absolutely 
amazing to be with the parents, 
grandparents,  s ib l ings and 
beloved fr iends of  the br i l l iant 
graduates that f i l l  th is room. 

Without your loving support , 
we certainly would not be 
where we are today.

This morning, I  wish to 
focus on a concept that  a l l  of 
us in th is room know al l  too 
wel l .   The concept of  making 
decis ions— and I  would l ike 
to encourage us to take these 
next few moments to reminisce 
on the choices we have made 
and the ones that are soon to 
shine above our hor izons. 

As a student graduat ing 
f rom the honors program, one 
of  my favor i te Greek Myths is 
“The Choice of  Hercules”.  As 
Former Secretary of  Educat ion 
Wi l l iam J.  Bennett  best 
summarizes i t ,  “ the legend 
depicts Hercules stopping at 

a fork in the road where two 
angel ic f igures stood. 

One f igure to ld him that her 
road was smooth and pleasant, 
wi th nothing that wi l l  s tand in 
his way. 

In contrast ,  the other f igure 
pointed towards her road and 
told Hercules she could only 
promise the traveler nothing 
but what his own labor and 
strength would y ie ld.  He then 
chose the lat ter  of  the two.” 

This t imeless story of  Greek 
lore shows that even since 
the Classical  epoch of  human 
existence, people have toi led 
wi th the concept of  having to 
make hard decis ions. 

As God’s creat ions,  we have 
been blessed to have woven 
into the fabr ic of  the human 
condi t ion the abi l i ty  to cr i t ical ly 
th ink and ponder choices that 
lay before us.

Of course, there are t r iv ia l 
choices that we make in 
our dai ly l ives.  Choices l ike 
deciding when to wake up, 
when to go to bed and how we 
spend our t ime al l  p lay a role in 
def in ing who we are. 

But these aren’ t  the most 
di ff icul t  of  choices that we 
are faced with. .  In fact ,  we 
are al l  gathered here today to 
celebrate the success of  the 
chal lenging decis ion to fur ther 
our educat ion and come to 
Saint  Leo Universi ty.

Now, we are about to 
embark on a new kind 
adventure—one that is fu l l  of 
decis ions that many of  us have 
never encountered before. 

As refreshing as a new 
beginning may seem, th is 
moment marks the t rue 
beginning of  our young l ives.

that ’s a daunt ing thought, 
isn’ t  i t? 

The quest ion that fo l lows 
is how do we make the r ight 
decis ions in s i tuat ions that wi l l 
l ikely set  the t ra jectory of  our 
futures? 

Sure,  we know that we wi l l 
a l l  face adversi ty,  but  how do 
we overcome i t? 

I  bel ieve that th is can be 
answered in one simple word 
that we Lions are al l  fami l iar 
wi th—Excel lence. <pause>
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Excel lence is notably one 
of  Saint  Leo Universi ty ’s pr ized 
Core Values and our inst i tut ion 
uniquely def ines Excel lence 
as “Al l  of  us,  indiv idual ly 
and col lect ively,  work hard 
to ensure that our students 
develop the character,  learn 
the ski l ls ,  and assimi late the 
knowledge essent ia l  to become 
moral ly responsible leaders”.

These under ly ing pr inciples 
of  character,  ski l l ,  and 
knowledge are guiding factors 
that  have molded our intui t ion 
and our values as Saint  Leo 
Lions since the day we stepped 
on campus. 

Character -  a unique 
ref lect ion of  each fami ly 
member,  peer,  mentor and 
close fr iend that you have 
met throughout your academic 
journey.

Ski l l  -  a display of  precis ion 
and dr ive in your personal ly 
craf ted ideology that makes 
you more than a name on a job 
appl icat ion. 

Knowledge -  an internal 
fest ival  of  personal  ingenui ty, 
where informat ion lead 
to thoughts,  thoughts to 
inspirat ion and inspirat ion 
spr inging into l i fe-changing 
act ions.

These three simple guiding 
pr inciples that  are f i rmly 
planted in the bedrock of  our 
inst i tut ion can be found in each 
and every member of  the Class 
of 2020. 

Choosing a path of 

excel lence is not always 
going to be easy ladies 
and gent lemen—but l ike 
Hercules,  we can decide to use 
excel lence as a tool  to navigate 
us through the whips and 
scorns of  l i fe.

 We wi l l  face di ff icul ty on 
our indel ib le paths,  but know 
that wi th each step through 
di ff icul ty,  we step closer to 
def in ing who we are and what 
we are meant to be. 

I  hope that when we al l  face 
diff icul ty and chal lenges, that 
we think back on this moment, 
on our col lege exper iences, 
on who we are as Saint  Leo 
Graduates and open ourselves 
to al lowing excel lence to serve 
as the eternal  thread that wi l l 
guide us forward in the tenor 
of  our dai ly l ives.  The choice is 
ul t imately ours to make. 

	 Without fur ther 
adieu, President Senese, 
dist inguished facul ty,  and 
beloved guests,  I  would l ike 
to present to you the Class 
of 2020—the future business 
leaders,  law enforcement 
off icers,  teachers,  wr i ters, 
scient ists and intel lectuals that 
the wor ld needs now more than 
ever-  and with the knowledge 
that Saint  Leo Universi ty has 
bestowed upon us in our minds 
and with Excel lence burning in 
our hearts,  I  can say with great 
pr ide and convict ion that the 
Class of  2020 wi l l  be the c lass 
that  wi l l  make the choice to 
change the wor ld.  Thank you. 
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By Tiffany Ertle
Commencement Speaker

Good Afternoon, as I  look 
out onto th is crowd I  am 
reminded of  a quote that  I 
came across.  I  never did f ind 
the author,  but  i t  real ly speaks 
to me here.

“ I t ’s  not  where you are in 
l i fe,  i t ’s  who you have by your 
s ide that matters.”  – Unknown

I  want to start  off  by saying 
congratulat ions and thank you 
to President Senese, facul ty, 
staff ,  and administrators of 
Saint  Leo, and to the fami l ies 
and fr iends here support ing us, 
and congratulat ions to us,  the 
c lass of  2020!  Applause

 We did i t !  We have reached 
the pinnacle of  our effor ts 
and hard work.  I  know for 
myself ,  i t  has been a ten-year 
partnership wi th Saint  Leo. 

I  say partnership because 
Saint  Leo is a c lose-kni t 
community.  I  chose Saint  Leo 
l ike many of  you because of 
the core values i t  represents 
and because of  the fami ly and 
community atmosphere. 

I t  is  through this fami ly at 
Saint  Leo, the support  of  my 
own fami ly,  and the fr iendship 
and support  of  my cohort  that  I 
stand before you here today.

I  was recent ly asked what 
i t  meant to me to be the f i rst 
to receive a doctorate in my 
department here at  St .   Leo 
and why did I  want to get the 
degree? The answers to both 
quest ions are very related. 

 As an onl ine middle school 
teacher,  I  am faced with a 
special  set  of  chal lenges.

 There is a large gap in 
the research deal ing wi th the 
barr iers that  exist  for  onl ine 
middle school  students. 

 There is s imply a lot  that 
we have to learn about how to 
del iver a system that provides 
every student the best possible 
opportuni ty to succeed. 

This is why I  decided to 
pursue an advanced degree. 
I  s imply wanted to arm mysel f 
with the capabi l i ty  to at tack 
the problems I  faced every day 
and to make a di fference for 
mysel f  as wel l  as other onl ine 
teachers.

Fortunately,  I  found what I 
was looking for here at  St .  Leo. 
The core values and program 
or ientat ion were exact ly what I 
needed.  

I  was encouraged by the 
facul ty here at  Saint  Leo to 
pursue my research. They have 
supported me every step of  the 
way.  

My research here has 
afforded me an opportuni ty 
to be a leader in establ ishing 
strategies and methods that 
best assist  the onl ine student. 

I  cont inue my research 
today to c lose the gap in 
overcoming the barr iers that 
exist  for  the onl ine middle 
school  student so they may 
be successful  in their  onl ine 
c lasses.

And, th is is why I  am so 
proud and happy to be part 
of  the f i rst  c lass to graduate. 
Carrying my St.  Leo credent ia ls 
into the workplace as I  cont inue 
my research has been my 
dream. 

In the Dept of  Graduate 
Educat ion here at  Saint  Leo, as 
in the other departments here, 
students form close bonds with 
their  learning community.  

Those of  us here today 
earning our Doctorate degree 
represent ing the Dept.  of 
Educat ion have worked side 
by s ide for many years forming 
a last ing bond and deep 
fr iendship wi th each other as 
wel l  as the professors and staff 
who have guided us every step 
of  the way.  

There were many t imes al l 
of  us have fal len only to be 
picked back up by ei ther our 

instructors,  our fami l ies,  or 
each other.  We are a strong 
cohort ,  and we are here today 
because of  that  unwaver ing 
support  of  our own fami l ies as 
wel l  as our Saint  Leo fami ly. 

 I t  has been a long journey, 
but we have made i t  through 
with teamwork.   Dr.  Aefsky,  our 
Director of  Graduate Studies 
and Dr.  Carver were our 
fear less leaders.  

 Dr.  Aefsky gave our cohort 
th is l i t t le statue for our desks 
that reminds one that indeed i t 
takes teamwork.  (Descr ibe i t )   I 
st i l l  have i t  there s i t t ing proudly 
on my desk. I  am sure the rest 
of my cohort  has theirs out on 
their  desks as wel l .

 Dr.  Aefsky to ld us f rom 
the beginning of  our journey 
that we would make i t ,  she 
would not let  us qui t ,  and that 
our cohort   (each other)  was 
our strongest asset.  Boy, did 
she mean that!     Dr Aefsky, 
Dr. Carver,  Dr.  Lamb, and 
Dr.Mukher jee  t i re lessly worked 
to make sure we persevered. 

 There were many late- 
night phone conversat ions 
among the cohort  where we 
were sounding boards for each 
other,  offer ing words of  wisdom 
or inspirat ion to keep going- 
don’ t  g ive up. 

Crying or mad emot icons 
went back and forth.   But our 
cohort  was instrumental  in 
helping each of  us succeed.  
Even though we were in 
an onl ine program, we st i l l 
developed deep and last ing 
re lat ionships.   I t  is  hard to go 
i t  a lone, and one thing I  can 
def in i te ly say,  we are stronger 
together.

 We are a community and 
we are def in i te ly stewards to 
each other.  I  can also te l l  you 
that  there were many af ter 
hours conversat ions wi th our 
department chairs as wel l . 

 I  know at t imes we didn’ t 
make i t  easy on Dr.  Aefsky and 
Dr. Carver,  but  they pat ient ly 
guided us through.  We had a 
phrase Dr.  Aefsky and Carver 
made us repeat throughout the 
program,  

“Done by December.”  (2019) 
Wel l ,  we weren’ t  qui te done by 
December,  but  we darn wel l  got 
done within months of  that .   

Those Saint  Leo core values 
and fami ly!   (shaking head)

Having the opportuni ty to 
work onl ine at  Saint  Leo helps 
students stay connected and 
grow even through the toughest 
of  t imes such as th is recent 
scare we have al l  endured 
around the wor ld where we 
were asked to sel f - isolate to 
prevent i l lness. 

 The Saint  Leo fami ly 
encourages us to work on 
ourselves and help each other 
in t imes l ike these rather than 
succumb to fears of  th ings out 
of  our control . 

 Saint  Leo encourages 
community,  and i t  is  through 
community and acts of  k indness 
and compassion for each other 
that  we persevere through 
rough t imes.

Many of  you here today 
wi l l  s tar t  a new chapter in 
your career.  Some of you 
wi l l  cont inue on with your 
educat ion.   Whichever path 
you are on, remember that  you 
have that LION Pride and core 
values inst i l led in you.

Str ive for  that  excel lence, 
community,  respect,  personal 
development,  stewardship,  and 
integr i ty in al l  you do. 

 The Saint  Leo fami ly has 
provided you with what you 
need to c l imb that ladder of 
success and reach your goals, 
fo l low your passions, and 
stay on the path you set for 
yoursel f .

 Most important ly,  stay t rue 
to who you are.   Remember, 
you are and always wi l l  be a 
LION.I  want to leave you with a 
quote f rom El izabeth Warren:

“Knowing who you are wi l l 
help you when i t ’s  t ime to f ight . 
Fight for  the job you want,  f ight 
for  the people who mean the 
most to you and f ight  for  the 
k ind of  wor ld you want to l ive 
in. 

I t  wi l l  help when people say 
that ’s impossible or you can’ t 
do that. 

Look, i f  you take the 
unexpected opportuni t ies 
when they come up, i f  you 
know yoursel f ,  and i f  you f ight 
for  what you bel ieve in,  I  can 
promise that you wi l l  l ive a l i fe 
that  is  r ich wi th meaning.”

Thank you and 
congratulations 
2020 graduates!
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